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Over the past six months the sudden, but deserved
success of BIG COUNTRY has resulted in fan club
inguires topping the six thousand mark. The influx
of mail has been staggering to say the least.
Unfortunately we the fan club no longer reside

at 123 Edgeware Road. This has meant that fan-mail,
merchandise orders and general correspondence has
been going to the wrong address and has taken up teo
four weeks to reach us. The obvious result of this
inefficiency on the part of the Post Office has
meant that some fan club members have had to wait

for up to one month before hearing from us.

Nice to see smash hits making yet another King-Size booby.
Hot on the heels of Stuart's birthdate wrong -y a mere
seven months (or five months depending on which way up you
hang your calender) the Long Acre Lizards have proudly
published their 1984 yearbook. Packed with glossy photes
of glossy pop-stars the TRASH HITS yearbook has revealed
that Mark B. has a twin brother called, wait for it
MALCOLM!!! Even more interesting is the 'fact' that this
character is also in the band!!! Trust Trash Hits to be
so informative. If you don't believe me go and have a
Look for yourself Big Country's next single is called
Wonderland.

Apologies are due to all fan club members for the delayed
issue of this magazine. This has been due to Martin falling
ill soon after he started to write the articles etc and
consequently being out of action for most of September and
October. Consequently much of this magazine is somewhat
dated. However Martin is already writing the next issue

of the COUNTRY CLUB magazine and hopes to have it ready

for Christmas release. SUGGESTIONS IDEAS AND ARTICLES
SHOULD NOW BE SENT TO

15 WEST HILL ROAD
PUTNEY
LONDON SW18 1LL



Big Country have a new Single released on 13th
Jan, 1984 'A' Side - Wonderland. 4
'B' Side - Giant.

The Video for the Single was made at
Timberline Lodge
Mounthood.
Portland.
Oregon.
U.S.A.

;. This 1s the same Location used in filming 'The

-Shiniﬂg' - The Video is also shot in the snow.
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EDITORIAL,
For Big Country 1983 was a year they will never forget.
They started in January as another highly trouted new band
and finished in December the biggest thing to come out of
U.K this year.
You wouldn't have guessed way back in Januray when the
band were hiccoughing their way through a recording session
with Who/Pretenders/Pistols producer Chris Thomas. Nothing
much seemed to go right in the Studio, eventually Steve
Lillywhite was brought in instead. Lillywhite, whose fresh
production work with artists such as Joan Armatrading had
brough him notice, made an almost immediate difference.

That bridge behind them the group completed ''The Crossing''

Without difficulty, "The Crossing' was an immediate classic, effortlessly
established taste barriers, from the anthemic "In a Big Country' to

the poppy ''chance' to the acoustic folk of "Sterm" to the hard Reck
approach of " Porroman'' the album had an unusual depth and variety.
To cut a long story short, it was a bullseye. Singles literally fell off
the album ''Fields of Fire'', "In a Big Country' and "Chance" were

internally popular as well as being Top 20 in the U.K

Meantime, the live shows had begun to make the transition from Pop
to a more serious brand of Rock and their August appearance at the
Reading Festival confirmed the arrival of this years first and last
major new act. The contant touring was paying off, and by the time
they toured the U.K. late in the year, houses all around the country

were packed,

Overseas things were begining to happen too, with a subst-
antial amount of albums being shipped in the U.S. Even
before the release of the single ''In a Big Country''. At
time of writing both are loged in the Top Twenty, the

album having sold half a million copies in New Zealand, Canada,
Sweden, Holland, Japan and Australia, The Story is the same-
its good news.

Big Country have just completed their first American Tour,

a mamouth trek that saw them winning fame and fortune alike.
1984 Well =-- There are a couple of soundtracks in the pipe-
-line, a new album later in the year, some shows and of
course, the Hogmany Special in Scotland.



IMPORTANT _NOTICE.

The Fan Club is now based in Northampton but personal mail
for the band and specific enquiries should be sent to the

above address. Please note that this is a private address
so please no phone calls. ALL engquiries will be answered

personally so please enclose S.A.E's.

Merbership to the Country Club will now run on a year to
year basis i.e. all people joining now will enjoy member=
ship for 1984.

It is unfortunate that people who joined after June 1983
have not had their promised 6 issues of the Mag or badge
etc. They will be given a full years membership for 1984.

People who joined before that date will receive one more
issue and a subscription form for 1984 membership. We
realise that this will upset some fan club members but
tnis reorganisation is necessary to ensure that from

now on members are guarenteed regular mailings. 1984
members will get four mailings: December, March, June

and September which will include The Country Club Fanzine,
Stop press, Newsletter, various free gifts and details of

Big Country Merchandise. We also hope to have additional
mailings if there is any urgent news.
CREDITS.

Written by Martin Somers for and with Grant/Edwards
Management.

Designed and published by ATP 26 to 40 St. Andrews Street,
NORTHAMPTON NN1 3HY,.



Stuart has asked me to pass on his thanks for all the birthday
However, his birthday
For the record the

cards which were sent to him in September.
is the 11th APRIL and not 1llth September.
bands birthday dates are as follows:

Bruce Watson 11.3.61.
Tony Butler 13.2.57.
Mark Brzezicki 21.6.57.
Stuart Adamson 11.4.58.

Many of you also wrote in to ask how old Stuart's son, Callum
is. Well he was born on the 10th February, 1982,

He and his wife

Tony became a father on the 29th August of this year.

Jackie are now the proud parents of a young son called Alexander.

November BIG COUNTRY US TOUR - NOV/DEC 1583
8 VANCOUVER
9 SEATTLE
10 PORTLAND December
1% off 1 TV
12 SAN FRANCISCO 2 of f
13 LOS ANGELES 3 TV
14 LOS ANGELES 4 HARTFORD
15 off 5 HEMPSTEAD
16 PHOENIX 6 BOSTON
17 TUCSON 7 tba
18 off W J’Fr 8 off
;g DENVER | 9 NEW YORK
o4 off 10 NEWARK
) ST LOFIS 11 PHILADELPHIA
4 MILWAUKEE 133 WASHINGTON
22 MINNEAPOLIS 13 off
2 off

TREAL
25 CHICAGO }; g:¥owa
26 COLUMBUS 16 TORONTO
27 CINCINNATTI 17 BUFFALO
28 DETROIT 18 PROVIDENCE
29 CLEVELAND 19 BOSTON
30 off

Big Country have certainly set the Big Apple alight and The Crossing

is racing up The Billboard Charts.

extensive airplay across the States and could well

"In a Big Country" is also receiving

herald the bands

ever-increasing status as the next British act to sweep the States.

Lets hope so.

The band are alsoc gaining a lot of attention in Europe and
"In a Big Country" has burst into the Dutch and Swedish Charts

lately.

Things are certainly looking BIG for the group.

- This single has also entered the New Zealand, Australian
and Japanese charts.
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British plans for the group are tentative for the moment but a

new album will definitely be recorded in 1984.

Obviously its very

early days yet but the plan is for the material to be written by

the group in the early Spring and possibly recording it in time

for Summer release.

Tours next year include travelling (possibly??) to Australia and the Far East

in January/February.

yet but festival dates are scheduled

A major British tour does not look likely for a while

Big Country were generally acknowledged

as the best band at Reading this year and seeing them at a festival is a treat

for all.

year.

DYNAMIC BAND
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ANOTHER PERFECT INTERVIEW.

"Hammer pounding in my heart, I think its gonna burst"
Spring unwinding in my head, I don't know which is worse.
So, here at the funny farm with MStorhead, those perpetrators
of the refined art of headbanging. MWe sent Martin along to
meet them and to conduct his first ever interview. The article
you are about to read proves that he has survived to tell the

tale.

"For those of you who are unfamiliar with Motorhead it should
be explained that they have been in existence for nearly a

decade now and that ...;

Lemmy formed the group in 1975 after his abrupt dissmissal from the
early seventies cult band Hawkwind. Motorhead was the name of the last
song that Lemmy wrote before leaving and the name stuck. The original
line-up didn't work and Lemmy recalls those days with the immortal quete

"If this band moved in next door to you

YOUR LAWN WOULD DIE!!!

The line up went their separate ways and Lemmy recruited Philthy Phil
"Animal" Taylor and "Fast" Eddie Clarke,
The band signed to Chiswick Records and were soon to release
the "M8torhead" album. From it came the immortal "Motorhead"
single (You'd better believe in us!) Fast, furious and without
compromise the band began to build what was to become a massive
UK following. The group appealed primarily to those who were
brought up on Led Zeppelin and others, but soon acquired a
legion of fans who could be best described as "Punters"
Whether or not this was an intentional move on the part of
Lemmy + Co: it was certainly an indication of their popularity
that they prospered at a time when everybody was raving about
the Pistols and the Damned. The raw, unadulterated power of
their music was held to be irresitable by many people and
M&torhead were soon sweeping the polls of journals such as

Sounds and Melody Maker.



By 1980 M&torhead were the veterans of 4 monster albums.

"Ace of Spades" followed the same 'cranium-crunching" line

of "OverKill'" and "Bomber' and was to be their biggest seller
vet. The album crashed into the charts at No 4 on the first
week of release (a feat equalled, of course, by The Crossing’)
and the single of the same name hit The Top Ten. Motorhead
were now completely selling out 50 date British tours and

assaulting the U.S charts.

It would be wrong to assume that M8tecrhead have had a trouble
free career, Eddie Clarke packed his bags and went Absent
Without Leave in 1981. The band were halfway through a major
U.S tour and were faced with the option of cancelling or finding
a replacement guitarist. The latter was decided upon and

Brian Robertson was drafted in at very short notice. The ex-
Thin Lizzy guitarist fondly recalls "I was given 12 hours to
Learn the songs. I didn't even have time to decide whether I
wanted to join the band or not. However the tour worked out

really well and I decided to stay."



Brian has been with the band for nearly 2 years and has brought a far
wider scope to the musical direction to the band.

PHIL "We no longer feel the need to play at a million miles-an-hour and thrash
our way through songs. We are now far more composed and pay a lot
of attention to the structure of songs."

BRIAN "I played 13 guitars on Another Perfect Day."
Now thirteen seems somewhat excessive, I ventured to ask why,

BRIAN "I needed to give the songs various textures. I wasn't happy until I'd
got it just right."

Métorhead obviously care asmuch about their songs as Big Country. I

wondered who writes the songs.

PHIL "Anyone can contibute a basic idea and work on it. Somethimes we'll
be jamming for the sake of it and then hit on an idea. We usually take
it from there. When we write albums we always rehearse thoroughly until
we have a positive idea. The drumming tracks are always laid down first
This can take a week but is normally finished within two days.

MARTIN Does

that leave you with a lot of time on your hands?

PHIL Too right it does! Brian and Lemmy can take up to 2 months to lay down
the guitar work. Brian is v precise about what he wants. He is also
bloody good and has given Métorhead a whole new angle. Thats why
Another Perfect Day is our best album.

Another Perfect Day is a very fine album and is far more
listenable to the uniniciated. Shine, Rock It and I Got Mine
are fine indictments of the progress M&torhead are making. There

is still the raucous edge to Lemmy's singing but the music is



competition page

The Competition this time around it more of a survey
1 want to compile a List of all views and opinions

of WHAT YOU THE FANS think of the Album.

For instance: 10 points PORROHMAN ¥
9 points CHANCE
8 points FIELDS OF FIRE
7 points HARVEST HOME
6 points STORM
5 points LOST PATROL
4 points CLOSE ACTION
3 points 1000 STARS
2 points IN A BIG COUNTRY
1 point INWARDS
This is a sample opinion. Choose your tracks, list them in order
of preference and then give YOUR rcasons why YOU hike or dislike
certain numbe There are FIVE prizes for this:
1st PRIZE SWEATSHIRT,
2 T=SHIRTS
& a Picture disc of
CHANCE
2 2nd PRIZES 2 T-SHIRTS and a
Picture disc of
CHANCE
4th PRIZE 1 T-SHIRT and a

Set of Badges
Picture Disc.

5th PRIZE PICTURE
Disc.

Please give your opinions in clear concise English and send to:

ALBUM SURVEY COMPETITION.

COUNTRY CLUB:

26-40 St. Andrews Street,
Northampton NN1 2HY, UK.
0604 20411/2/3

CLOSING DATE 31st January, 1984.

The results of the Survey will be printed in ISSUE SIX so please write in
and enable us to print a collection of opinions of ALL the tracks on the
Album. Entries will be based on originality and any comments are

welcome. PLEASE NOTE: Your friends can send in lists as well.
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THE CONTRUCTION OF A LEGEN

When David Bowie took the ge at Milton Keynes for the final
concert of his 1983 European tour it st have been obvious to all
the blinkered or nai\'c (I did not mention the music press) that
they were witness -media business corporation on

v audience were jus L pawns in a lucrative game that encom-
ul all areas of the music biz hierachy. The tee-shirt sellers
their shoddy reproductions, the hot dog seller th their 100
per cer lastic meat, the policemen on overtime, the suntanned car
s, the overfed roadies, the expensively dressed record
executives and the hordes of paid hangers on were all there

wl




for one thing.... THE MONEY. And with 150,000 people there over
three nights at roughly ten pounds a head there was no shortage of
that. Everybody had a grand time, except maybe the fifty thousand
or so straining to see the young Englishman on a far away video
screen, or queuing for a non existent last bus or passing out in the
humid sweat of humanity near the stage.

And what did it take to put this show on the road. Well for a
start there were 28 trucks, about 100 full time road crew, about
fifty staff members whose duties ranged from moving baggage to book-
ing areoplane flights and even hairdressing, roughly 60 globe balloons
for spontaneous ejection from the stage each night, 3 computers with
3 back ups linked up with box offices all around the world so at a
glance the latest sales figure in San Diego can be considered, 150
bits of luggage, 16 wardrobes and 2 irons, the list is endless. This
modern day circus needs feeding each day, and local promoters have
to lay on at least 100 breakfasts, 150 lunches and God knows how many
dinners. Guess whos coming to dinner, could be anybody from Princess
Micheal of Kent to Mick Jagger. A private jet complete with beds,
video and gold plated bathroom is laid on to transport everybody
around, and a black BMW plus a fleet of vans for DB and band.

Certainly this minor nation on the move and in the big money groove,
attracted people. Ordinary people in their thousands and the rich and
famous in their thousands also. Apart from the million or so fans who
turned up for the shows, their was Mick Jagger, Astrid Wyman, Charlie
Watts, Funboy three, Rofert Plant, Hazel C'Connor, Udo Lindenburg,
Christine F, Princess Micheal of Kent, Grace Jones, Vitas Gerulaitus,
IAN GRANT, Echo and the bunny men, Pamela Stephenson, Billy Conolly,

BIG OCUNTRY, and others too numerous to mention.

Apart from that there were 80,000 Watts worth of sound system to
be transpoted, a complicated computerised lighting set up to be moved
around, (two sets at that!) So the party could move assured in the
knowledge that the gear was leapfrogging its way round Europe.

THE CLOWN




gentler (??7?) on the ear. Are the band toning down at all.

PHIL Not really, Its more a question of working as a unit and producing what
we feel to be good music.

LEMMY I don't feel we are compromising and why should we? Its just a question of
having a slightly different approach to our music.

MARTIN How do you feel about fans? Do you suffer from "hero-worship"
LEMMY  We're not heroes. We're just normal geezers who happen to play music.

PHIL  If fans come backstage we'll sign autographs or whatever and treat them with
the according respect. I'm not so crazy about being pestered in the street
though its not too bad.

LEMMY When I'm at a gig, I'm there as one of the crowd not as a celebrity. I like
to enjoy myself as much as anyone else. That's why you'll never see us
posing up at Camden Palace.

MARTIN What like Duran Duran or Steve Stange?

LEMMY We don't like those bands all that much but I'll defend to the death the right
of anybody to like those groups or listen to their music. Music shouldn't be
categorized at all.

MARTIN Big Country's music defies categorization. If anything it symbolizes honesty
and passion.

LEMMY I was wondering when you'd mention them. 1 think they're a great band.
1 really like Fields of Fire.

BRIAN A fine Scottish band.
MARTIN Well they're not entirely Scottish but I get your point.

At that point the interview had to be curtailed at the insistence
of a very irate French photographer. But I must admit that I was
surprised at the down -to-earth approach of the band as people

and the way they treat people as equals. It proves Stuart Adamson's
policy that musicians should not be treated as heroes but normal
people. M&torhead share a lot in common with Big Country; the two
bands care for their fans above everything else and have little
sympathy for pseudo-popstars who look at fans down their noses,

The two styles of music aren't similar but the prevailing
attitutudes are. Such honesty can only auger well for the future
and it would be great to see both bands carry on in a similar vein.
I've a feeling they will.

PHIL "Don't forget, we want to see Big Country at Hammy Odeon."

Now there's a fan for you!
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Big Country Grey
Teeshirt

£6.00 (+36p p&p)
Top quality white

- teeshirtwith grouppic- ¢ &
K_ ture on front in blue, 4 ~

r Big Country White

Big Country Vest Teeshirt

£4.50 (+35p p&p!
White mesh singlet
(Unisex) with small

£5.00 (+35pp&p) %
** Fields of Fire design in E.‘j ,F‘
three colours with i

FI brown and white with  { ::is;te‘;ul biue logo in Compass design on ) > .
1 tour details in brown . back. S e
‘\‘ and blue on back. ‘-,‘ Y,

Big Country Postar-

gram

£1 (+20p p&p)

Black and with folded
foster with huge band
photo plus lots of
interesting info

.
fﬂﬂﬁi}t Neckscarf

B0p (+25p p&p)
Off white untreated
square nackscarf with
blue loge in one
corner.

Big Country black
Teeshirt
£5.00 (+35p p&p)

Big Country Combat

Jacket

12.50 (+80p p&p)

3 Great black denim

with silver yellow and . 2 short combat style

green Crossing design 5 jacket with Big Country

on breast and tour i 4 Strip Patch in grey

details on back. & webbing above left
pocket.

TP ONTackeT|
LAs SHowN 4

Big Country Badge .
o Set
@ O Soiaoraeh plel ACME hasa Catalogue of over50 official teeshirts

Set of four button

0 e e aramao™®  and sweatshirts plus awhole new range of exciting
logo. Rad big logoand,  ireet clgthing,

Big Country Sweat-

brown Compass

shirt

e To get a copy, simply send large (Ad size) s.a.e. to:

séweatshiﬂ WI!? ACME CLOTHING (BC), 26-40 ST. ANDREWS STREET, NORTHAMPTON, NN1 2HY
Eorg R To join: THE COUNTRY CLUB, please send an s.a.e. (for an application form) to:

COUNTRY CLUB, 25A CRAWFORD STREET, LONDON W1
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