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If you could feel how I must feel
" The winds of quiet change

If you could see what T must see
S5till hidden in the rain

But when the thunder rolls

It comes and covers up my soul

And you will take my hand and be with me in Wonderland

I am an honest man, I need the love of you
I am a working man, I feel the winter too

If you could hear what I must hear

'Then nothing would replace

The fifty years of sweat and tears

That never left a trace

But when I look at you

I see you feel the same way too

And you will take my hand and be with me in Wonderland

You still remembered other days

When every head was high

I watched that pride be torn apart

Beneath a darker sky

With innocence within ourselves

We sing the same old song

And you will take my hand and make believe it's Wonderland

1 am an honest man, I need the love of you
I am a working man, I feel the winter too

‘ Wonderland, Wonderland

words and music by BIG COUNTRY ,
(c) Virgin Music (Publishers) Ltd,/Big Country Music

.on_Phonogram/Mercury label
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Editorial
With the exception of Barrowland in December, Big Country
have not played on British soil since September, nor are
they likely to until March at the earliest. Whilst five
months is a long time, it must bs borne in mind that in
1983 Big Country played over one hundred dates in Britain and
America, and spent two months recording The Crossing.

Issue 7 of the magazine is not due out until April, and it

is very possible that some dates could be announced between
now and then, If you want to make sure that you find out

when and where the shows are going to be, this is what you

do:

Send a S,A.E. to Martin Somers at the Information Exchange
address, which in case you've forgotten, is:

15 West Hill Road
Putney
London SW18 1LL

Mark your envelope "tour details", Martin will file your
S.A.E, and send you details of any confirmed shows as scon
as he receives details himself, This ensures against
having to rely on the music press or running the risk of
missing the show altogether.

Whilst on the subject of the Information Exchange, here is a
brief explanation of how it is run: The service is free, but
a S,A.E. ensures a quick reply. If you have any specific
enquiries about Big Country, and/or the Country Club, or if
you have a problem concerning buying one of the band'!s earlier
singles, then please use this address., Also, birthday cards
to the band, personal mail, and any articles for the magazine
should be sent to the Information Service, and not'the Country
Club address in Northampton.

The Country Club address is purely for membership and merchandise

enquiries. Everything else should go to the Information
Service in order to avoid delays.

Lastly, please note that the Information Service address is a
private one, and not an office, so please - absolutely no

telephone calls. 1f you need to speak to Martin urgently, then

send him your telephone number and he will endeavour to contact
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news news news

Big Country's plans for 1984 run along the following lines:

Stuart and Bruce are busy demo-ing new material at the
moment. I1f everything goes well, the foundations for

the second album will be laid in the next few weeks.

A1l that is known at the moment is that Stuart and Bruce

are working around ideas that originated during the "Crossing
The Fall" tour. Wonderland and Giant are early examples

of this excellent new material, and you can be sure there's
more to come.

Mark is also keeping himself busy, and will be flying to
Paris to put in a guest appearance on an album being recorded
by Frida. In case you don't know who Frida is, she's the
dark haired girl from a group called Abba (who you may just
remember from a year or so back!). They had quite a few hit
singles, and were very successful until they split up in 1982.
Frida has chosen to continue as a solo performer, and Mark
was her first choice as drummer for her forthcoming album,

Steve Lillywhite will be mixing the tapes from the Barrowland
concert, If all goes well, we could be hearing some vintage
live Big Country on vinyl in the not too distant future.

Lost Patrol has been added to the Wonderland 12", but there
are plans for more tracks to be released soon.

R.P.M. recorded a documentary about Big Country in September
of last year. The finished product is scheduled to be
broadcast sometime this Spring, and is well worth watching.

The documentary is excellent, and entertains from start to
finish. Big Country are obviously the main subject of the
programme, but what is unusual is that the band do the
interviewing, and ask the questions. Various members of the
road crew and management company are asked about their roles
in the Big Country set-up, and what part they play in the
day-to-day events.

The concert footage which appears at intervals was recorded

at Hammersmith Odeon on September 28th, and includes Porrochman
and Fields Of Fire. It all adds up to a very polished
programme, which shouldn't be missed. It is unfortunate that
we don't know yet the precise date of the broadcast.

Finally, we at the Country Club hope and trust that 1984 will
be a great year for all of you. The problems that beset

the fan club in 1983 have now been dealt with, and everything
is running smoothly. Please don't hesitate to write to the
Information Service - we are already collecting articles for
issue Seven, and all contributions are gratefully received.
All letters will be personally replied to by Martin, so get
cracking with those pens!!!




L
=
7]
O
—
v

o e

s

I
5y
3
>
—
>
W)
:

—
<

Over the past few months, Martin has gathered together the
answers to his album survey competition, and has found that
there is a noticeable variation in peoples' opinions of the
ten tracks on The Crossing. Over seven hurdred replies were
received since September, and the final poll is as follows:

1st IN A BIG COUNTRY 3005 points
2nd CHANCE 2929 points
3rd THE STORM 2567 points
4th HARVEST HOME 2283 points
5th FIELDS OF FIRE 2133 points
6th CLOSE ACTION 1910 points
Tth PORROHMAN 1865 points
8th A THOUSAND STARS 1770 points
9th LOST PATROL 1690 points
10th INWARDS 1276 points

What is immediately apparent from this result is the lasting
popularity of the four singles, It had been expected that
numbers such as The Storm and Porrohman would achieve the
highest marks, To see In A Big Country and Chance top the
poll was indeed a surprise. Why then did these tracks do so
well, whilst Inwards fared very badly in comparison? Here
is a selection of comments from fans who took the time to
review the album, song by song:

1. IN A BIG COUNTRY (==

"The Scottish National Anthem - enough to raise the dead!" was
the comment given by one fan, who put this track top of his list
Most fans commented that it was an excellent track all round,
and gave various reasons for liking it so much, The flowing
guitar, and drum beat, appealed to many, whilst a lot of female
fans regarded the lyrics as inspirational and optimistic in their
content, It was pointed out in a couple of letters that this
song in particular held a "message of hope".

"Pull up your head off the floor - come up screaming

Cry out for everything you ever might have wanted."
The overall popularity of this song when played live, is obvious
even to the most ignorant observer, and it is good to discover
that fans haven't tired of it in any way at all. Finally,
Donald Mitchell of Wolverhampton had this to say about In A Big
Country: '"Remarkable track: I always find the melody unusual.,
The band ask the listener to make the effort to get to know
the song properly, and then find a reward beyond their wildest
dreams. A total celebration of love and life,"

2, CHANCE

The voting for this track was very erratic. It received more
Maximum 10's than In A Big Country, but was also placed at the
bottom of many people's lists because they felt it was out of
context to the rest of the album, (The remarkable popularity

of this number when played live was a key factor for many of
those who voted for it favourably). It was interesting to note
that there was a high divergence of opinion about Chance, and
that many people were quite harsh in their criticisms: "The
mellow side of Big Country; a great song to share, especially

at gigs". "The best single of 1983; it has a beautifully

clear sound that shows Steve Lillywhite's production at its
finest", "It!'s brilliant! Definitely my favourite track

on the album, and the best choice for the fourth single. Stuart
sings the brilliant lyrics so well, and the guitars are fantastic,
especially the power chord chorus at the end. Excellent songi"
These were Just three of many glowing reviews of the song.

Here's one that wasn't so good: "The song appears to represent

a compromise to commerciality - I would have been much happier

if it came out as a B-side instead of as a single". E;
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In A Big Country. Lost Patrol and A Thousand Stars did, however,
receive favourable comments from a sizeable minority. "A
Thousand Stars comes over really well on the L,P, with a really
loud sound and powerful production. A wonderful set-opener".
"Stuart's voice is stretched to the limit on A Thousand Stars,

but my God! How well he stretches it. Excellent song!"

"Lost Patrol is a catchy sing-along number with a thumping drum
beat, and catchy guitars. I Yove iti"

Inwards was, unfortunately, mauled by many pecple, It was placed

last on sc many people's lists that it eventually became
embarrassing. The one good point that was raised by nearly
everybody was that they Tnough* the song was great, but unfortunatel
failed to shine on the L.P, Most people touched on the fact that
the L.P. version of the song failed to do justice to what is a
brilliant track live. "This one lost all my interest completely.
It lacks the excitement, fullness and meaning that the other songs
hold so well. A total disappointment which comes over as being
far too tame and lack-lustre".

* * * * * *

Thank you to everyone who took part in this survey. It was
cer nly interesti reading comments from all parts of the
country, and from all age groups. It certainly wasn't an
easy task to compile a list - we sent Martin off to give it a
trial run, and he came back with five different lists in as
many day:'
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. v son Callum. 1In
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we shall be
. publishing photos
O of Tony and Jackies

young son, Alexander.
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Barrowland a celebration

It is a pity that the majority of fan club members were unable to travel
up to Glasgow for this day of celebration on New Year's Eve last, as the
alr of expectancy that surrounded this concert had been built for quite a
while , The two performances were anhouriced by the music press in early
December, and tickets were unobtainable within a week of going on sale.

It certainly was going tb, be:a night fopy everyone to savour, The

Glasgow papers heralded the évent :asi"the Hogménay . Homecoming", whilst

the official t-shirts proudly:bt 2 gart "Barrowland is Wonderland".
This clever play on “words; c Appropriate - it was definitely
a "wonderland". "It W&s 1
of a celebratlon and

the ‘dreadful weather in
pened for at
'had been waiting

order to meet the 1:
least three hour'

glipmse of Big Country
one considers that Glasgow ‘had been Sdbﬂl tt
the previous two days. In Shprt th eathe

Many fans had tra 1k
few had even
five hundre
audience Iy

82019 o Lord g

Erive home ag soon~as the gig WA
" from Glasgow,ibut regardy; £
the same intenti:

g Country bou
jening bars

" standing
Fiona Green
and the

Sfidered 'here we go, here we go,
art said "It's awful great to
ence as if he's known them for

d not a fan. Such friendliness
It was EPIC!! On behalf of

speaks to the
years; o feel like a frla
made the atmosp
Glasgow, I would like::
for all of us."




The matinee performance ended quite early, and it was soon the turn of
the Over 18s to fill Barrowland. The noise was unbelievable, and when
Big Country came on stage at 13.00pm, the spontaneous cheering and
dancing reached manic proportiens, The darce floor was actually moving
up and down, and walking:fo'“the bar was an achifevement in itself! The
audience at the ont @nd arcund the stage were beyond caring, and bopped,
Jigged or merely jumped up and down oh the spot. Five thousand fists
hit the air as one.Whénever a chorus was reached, and+“hy the time the set
had reached In A Big Country, the atmosphere was:positively electric,

It was hot, loud:;and very exciting.: i Big Country delivered an excellent
hour's worth of miisic before stopping mldhay through Inwards in order to
welcome in the New Year (cour‘euy of 'a Iive Broadcast by Radio Clyde).
‘Massive cheers:eérupted when Big Bern Btruck twelve, and the :famed

Scottish celebrations really took offi' ; Balloons fell from the ceiling,
as a Pipe band:fook to the floor, -and: welccﬂed in the New Year in the best
way possible.

he feeling of:iinity and’ celebration was very infﬂctioJa, ant for half
an hour people.danced, embraced and danged #gain, whilst thg:Pipe band
maintained the: atmosph:,g with nultaoly crcsen melodies, i

Big Country camé:back on stage: to deliver —rp hest version: of Porrohman
I've ever seen. - The exuberance of the audiencé’at this pgint knew no

bounds, and when Chance fadéd tﬁ an end, the fans guite ;#imply took over,
Stuart led them throygh & rendition of AuLd Lang Syneg, and then Flower Of
Scotland. Even the bouncera Ja*ned ;n"

The band finished w1th'Figlds of Flre, and encored: with In A Big Country.

The two songs provided theéifeing on what was.one helluva cake. Even

though the lads were tired after their expioits in the USA, they still
managed to maintain the energy and erithisiasm which has become the

trademark of Big Country shows. A lot was asked of them on the night,
and yet they passed all ExpectaLions. It was the perfect way to welcome
in 1984!

"Stuart and Mark" bid Heathrow
farewell Next stop America.
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The recent trip to the USA by the band wag but its mishaps.
involved

Whilst the band were in Cleveland, Ohio,

crash that nearly had very serious cons The accid occurred
after the band and crew had finished a Detroxt ere making
the short journey to Clevgdand (when i

are 150 miles apart,

to sample Cleveland' i i visit one

n ligaments.
than a litt

e met the group
resent. Larry Holmes
photos. Larry met the
night Live", a show wl
States. Success

1is son's success that he
he Crossing which hangs

1on is Mark'
een showing al
e living room wall

tuart asked for theirs to be

were ready. Martin was assigned
question, and delivering them by
"Red St very careful to write "fragile"

es, i i stop British Rail from playing

m when loading them onto the 1740 to Edinburgh.

inburgh Main Line Station next day to pick up the discs.

Bruce arrived a
ay with a parcel full of broken glass!!

Instead, he came




Talking of mishaps, Stuart was the subject of a lengthy and
arduous photo-session recently. The photographer spent an

hour telling Stuart to look this way, and that, before discovering
that he had no film in his camera! However, the photographer

in question did make up for his oversight by taking some

excellent shots of the Barrowland gig a few hours later - a few
of which appeared in a music mag a few days later.

Now for a quick tale about something that has absolutely

nothing to do with Big Country, but is about fan clubs. The
Rolling Stones have been top of the music tree for twenty

years now, but, surprisingly they have never had an official

fan club. Well, not until recently anyway. During last
summer, a fan club was established to coincide with the release
of the "Under Cover" album, Response to the advertising sheet
was understandably heavy, and people from all over Europe have
eagerly coughed up the £7.99 membership fee. Except ONE!!

A young lad in Austria misread the information sheet, and sent

in an International Money Order to the tune of SEVEN HUNDRED AND
NINETY NINE POUNDS! The Money Order was duly sent back, and the-
young lad was informed of his "slight" error, but it still leaves
you wondering "would he have paid a thousand pounds for a
sweatshirt???",

The Crossing has now been in the charts for TWENTY SIX weeks, and
has just turned Platinum (300,000 copies sold). Congratulations
to the band from the Country Club.

The album has notched up incredible scles all over the world, but
I'm sure you'd agree that it's no more than Stuart, Bruce, Mark
and Tony deserve, and with Wonderland entering the charts at 13

on January 17th, it looks like 1984 should be a very good year for
all concerned.

Whilst Blg Country's American tour was in progress, many

observers compared the shows to a past Scottish invasion - that

of Rollermania! The Rollers being, of course, the Bay City
Rollers, who had lots and lots of fans, and sold lots and lots

of records many moons ago. Seriously though, the connection

is obviously there, and there are many American pre-teenagers
who've eagerly picked up on this and consequently gone beserk

at the gigs. In A Big Country stormed up Billboard's charts

in October, and audiences have reacted to the live shows in a
fashion which can only be described as "Going Wild In The Country",

Many Americans judge the Big Country sound as a remarkable breath
of fresh air, and look upon The Crossing as a major breakthrough
into a music scene which is desperately stale. The press has
been falling over itself in its enthusiasm for the group, but
this keen approach hasn't been matched by accurate journalism,
Here are a few examples to amuse you: "Bruce Watson is a fine
guitarist, and his lead singing is a Joy to listen to", "Big
Country are a heavy folk band from Ireland", "Stuart Adamson's
previous band was called The Slits (!)", "Big Country are a five
piece from Australia". All excellent, and all completely
wrong!! If you have managed to unearth any complete misses,
send them to us - we'll publish any that we receive!l!
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tebook cont:

One of Big Country's two managers, Alan Edwards, is a very busy +
man. During October and November, Alan travelled between

Australia, Europe and the USA, and never stayed in the same +
country for more than a few days at a time. The purpose behind

such travelling was to look after Big Country's interests in those
countries where the album has been selling well, +

Consequently, Alan was unable to meet up with the band until the
second week of their tour; here is a brief resume of the other
side of touring - from the viewpoint of the Manager:

"I- joined the tour two days before the band did Saturday Night Live.
This show has very high viewing ratings in America (over thirty
million), and everyone was understandably nervous about anything
going wrong. Saturday Night Live means exactly what it says . . .
LIVE!!! The group were also tired and slightly burned out as too
many late nights, long drives and poor food had certainly taken
their toll.

Jan (Grant) and I met the group in the lobby of the Berkshire Place
Hotel. Stuart was engrossed in a motorbike magazine, whilst

Mark was busy signing photographs. Bruce, Tony and myself

went off to find a cafe. One was near at hand, and we settled
down to sample some American doughnuts and coffee. I told them
some stories about Aborigines in Australia, which caused some
amusement - Bruce and Tony also had a few stories of their own
about the audiences in the States, and general press reactions to
the band -

The Saturday Night Live show was very well executed - the band

ran through In A Big Country and Fields Of Fire with a gusto and
verve; the performance came across very well on television, and
won the band plenty of new fans. We managed to find an Indian
restaurant in New York, and were entertained after dinner by Mark
who entered into a lively discussion with the restaurant's resident
Sitar player.

D>

The next day, the band met Larry Holmes, who willingly signed
autographs for the lads. Stuart collected an autograph for Callum
who already has those of Kenny Dalgleish, Cliff Richard, and Paul
McCartney, but this was the heaviest name yet! They all posed
together for a photograph, and most of the band fitted in Larry's
arms for the shot! Back at the hotel, Stusrt met Muhammed Ali in
the lobby, who picked up Callum in his arms, much teo his proud
Dad's pleasure. Two Champs in one night!!

In Long Island, Big Country did an interview before the show with
Paul Gambacinni which appeared on the Channel 4 programme "The Other
Side Of The Tracks" a few weeks ago. In Pensauken, Philadelphia,
which appears to be the home of Smokey Robinson, the group performed
Tears Of A Clown and Tracks Of My Tears to rapturous applause from
the audience. In Montreal, the club was packed to the seams,

which fully reflected the enormous record success they have had in
Canada, After the show, Phonogram in Canada presented the band
with Gold and Platinum Discs for Canadian record sales. An
excellent band!!
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== The 12" single of In A Big Country was released

= with an extra track in June last year. Not very

—— many copies were pressed, and it is now definitely

= deleted, so I suppose it is worth something to

= someone who wants to be mercenary and make a fast

o Duck ! The single is official, and Phonogram-approved
== and the fact that the credits remained unchanged from
== the original "In A Big Country" sleeve was purely an

== oversight - no more, no less!
—
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——
_g‘:‘ wnere can I P DRCE pcerely yours

——
=
—
=

.
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I was recently given a copy of In A Big Country
marked "Special Edition" 4-track 12" including
Heart 'n' Scul COUNT 312C812467-1. The sleeve
is orange. So far so good, but although it
bears the cfficial Big Country name and label,
it has no photo. On the back, it clearly states
photo by Paul Cox, sleeve by JB". Also it cost
nly £1.50, which is very cheap, as 12" singles
ormally retail at £2.25. So is it official or
ootleg? Is it worth anything?

Yours,

JANE HUNT,

CLEVELAND
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Yours,
PETER BEASLEY,

LA L ppp g L ew g rgayte. WATFORD A e,
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% ','f‘,_",-h,‘ 4;‘ Tour programmes are printed by Acme Tour Products,
AL '/-,f/-and should be ordered from them. Three have been

A

v %/, printed so far: Crossing The Country tour (Postergram),
Crossing The Fall tour (ten page Programme in colour)
and Barrowland Is Wonderland (Postergram). o
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Lrasganspolode
epr8rartensiing TUART, TONY, MARK and BRUCE"'...
I TARERINEY A RA NI
ef8s0vlepr B |l saw you on November 12th at Wolfgang's in San Francisco.
frgen I enjoyed it, despite of overcrowding and lack of
LARA N ] Iventilation., I sang along to every song. You started
. off with 1000 Stars - one of my favourites - and improved
with every song. It seems miraculous that such anew
aggregate can come off with your kind of depth and
vibrancy. Big Country is like a breath of fresh air in

'a music world rank with "sexploitation" bands, whose only
M concern seems to be tapping into the subconcious minds of
listeners so as to have them associate their band with an
image of idealism based on sexuality, as Pavlov's dog
associated a bell with the reward of food. I hope this
isn't too convoluted to follow. This attitude seems so
prevalent that to encounter a band offering a different
and original set of images, sounds, and thoughts, actually
seems miraculous., So I'm writing to you to thank you for
opening a window, to congratulate you on The Crossing and
its vision. So, thank you Big Country.

Yours,

EVELYN WAGNER

MORAGA, CALIFORNIA, USA

SRRV N

Phew! Some letter! British correspondence has been
sparse over the past few months, and we really could
[do with ideas for Issue 7, so if you have a brainwave,
. please let Martin know, Reviews of Wonderland and
:Giant would be vi£¥ welcome.
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--...___.T‘np most impressive one to date is the nomination of Big Country ____.-—

‘Q in two categories for the forthcoming US Grammy Awards, which —
m==ee are presented on February 28th in Los Angeles. The Awards ——r
-:\N.,: are the music industry's highest honour, equivalent to an Oscar m=————
in the film world. Nominations are gathered from 5,000 —
g ——
% industry members. )
‘:-::': "Best New Group" - nominations are for Culture Club, Eurythmics, s
% Men Without Hats, Musical Youth and Big Country. —_—
e fm—
== "Best Performance By A Duo Or Group With Vocals" - The Police, ___—-_'__'_r—
—
—— Z Z Top, Talking Heads, Huey Lewis, and Big Country. —]
:.:\N Y ———m
% Even if Big Country don't win, to be nominated alongside such ——-"";
' names is indeed an honour in itself. Fingers crossed for e

28th February!

p—= Big Country have been voted Number One in the American music
paper Rolling Stone's Readers Poll as Best New Band.
Rolling Stone is a very important American music paper, as it

has a massive readership over there, It can be bought over
here, but at £1 a time, is expensive, even if it is a good
magazine, Congratulations to the band again from the Country
Club!

P—‘Back home, the B.P.I. (the British music industry's watchdog)
has nominated Big Country as one of the Best New Bands of 1983.
Let's hope they win that as well!

'_AITJ the NME, Stuart Adamson was voted Number 3 in the Best Guitarist
section of the Readers' Poll, and Number 14 in the Best Songwriter
category (!). The Crossing was voted sixth best album, and In A
Big Country was sixteenth best single!
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LES KING - BACKLINE AND DRUMS
[ 4

PAUL 'SHEDS' JACKSON - SOUND ENGINEER
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