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!Hello and welcome to issue 10 of Country Club. 4
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d well deserved number one album. The Cro 15 remained in
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The sold out "Town And Country" tour a huge success, and SteelTown
met with rave reviews from tne fans 1d mos f the rock weeklies.
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Tuesday October Gtk

‘Walked around Edinburgh in the morning and came to see what a nice
place it was. At last we saw a guy in a kilt, (pity it wasn't windy),
then said hello to the 'Shiek of Edinburgh'complete with his acoustic
guitar, towel on his head and rather obvious false plastic moustache.
Soon it was bock on tie coach at eleven o'clock to set off for Kew=
castle. We stopped in a nearby suberb where some photos were taken,
dusing this time everyone took advantage of a general store, where
Dave wernham the tour manager asked for a packet of BaslauUT flavoured
crisps, wnich Stuart had invented. another stop a little later in
Hailsland place, which was the film location for a scene from 'Restless
liatives' in which Big Country have an interest., The weather had begun
to get really cold, so I queued up with lots of famous actors (!) for
coffee. Jack on the warm coach for tne 115 mile journey to Newcastle.
I noticed Bruce nad been given tue 'Clapperboard' from the film set.
Un the coach a video called "Fast Freddie" was on, by the title I
thought it was about a gunslinger but it was a film about a motorbike
race. Bruce w.s filmin, some beautiful scenery with his super 8 camera,
ne had a2lso filred bits from the tour and frem the groups Cannon and
Ball T.V appearance.

arrived at the City ball 2% around 4.15 and the band signed autographs
before going in. The City lall was Jrobably the best venue 1'a aver
seen, really posk. ihit evening the crowd were quite reserved in com=—
srison to the chaotic scenes at tie Scottish gige. Cutside the stage
door after the show a big crowd had gathered and waited a long time to
meet tie boys, Big Country didn't let them down, by chatting and ygiving
out autographs until nearly 1 Ak, Then it was back to the Eoliday Inn
which was about 10 miles out of town.

dednesday Cctober 10th

Yo gly that nignt, but the band were still leaving for Manchester at
i1 o'clock. Defore that Siobhan anc I went with the coach driver to
fill up with diesel, and got our breakfast from the garage while we
were there.

Stuart was first on tne coach, and xindly gave me and Siobhan a promo
copy of 'SteelTown' which he signed. I asked him about his thoughts
on the City Lall crowd. ke said it was nard work to get them going
but they got there in the end. Iy the end of the set, he added, the
audience :ad risen to tre neights of aposreciation shown at the Scottish
venues. Joe, Lead of security was next on the couch drinking perrier
vater, wuile Bruce was locking for the 'Carry Cn Cleo' videc. Dave
dernham, told the boys that the proposed Janice Long interview was to
go anead at 6.30 in tiie Manchester hotel. Stuart told us his surprise
at 'Bast Of sden' dropping in the charts, as he thought it was their
strongest single to date.

2 PM thut =fternoon, arrived in ianchester and as ilark wanted a hair
cut he was a little worried in case all the hairdressers weie closed,
Jave asked il he'd had an estimate first, and Stuart was going to

buy a new guitar. On other peoples advice Siobhan and myself were
leaving lManchester to go home to Liverpocl to get washed and changed.
So we said our goodbyes outside the lanchester Brittania andé caught
the train home.

Thursday October 11th

5.30 we arrived back in lanchester smelling lovely, and got to the Appolo
around 4. The band were about to record on stage the video for 'Where
The Rose Is Scwn'. One and two takes lasted only a couple of seconds
before the 'recorded' music sounded like it was playing backwards, Mark
commented "T:at w.s the B-side". The video crew stood by for take 3
wricn went o.k for about half a minute.
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After a short brezk it waus time to try again, this time it was good,
and the band played their part without problem. After tie group
action, individual shots were taken. Then after some technical prep-
arations a 'live' performance of 'Wnere The Hose Is Sown' was filmed,
which went without a hitch. Another great gig, and Bruce introduced
a mandoline to add an extra dimension to 'Come Dack To Fe'.

; Friday October 12th

Looked around the shops and bought Stuart a 'Peace' poster, then guess=—
ed how many liars Bars were siuffed into a set of suitcases in a siop
in the arndale centre. Went baci to the coach to find Stuart and tne
driver looking over a powerful motorbike. e cozch picked everyone
else up at the hLotel, and we left to Liverpcol. On the short trip
everyone was enjoying the 'Young Ones' on the video. I asked Tony and
Kark if they had seen the inferior review of 'SteelTown' in the 'Trash
Hits'. Tony blamed Stuart, and Ian lzaughed in disbelief. e got to
iverpools Adel hotel at 2.350 and Siobhan and I went Lome for the
afternoon.

Got to the Royzl Court zt 7 o'clock ané in
atmosphere was rezlly build ‘Jr].'t“
set, in w.ich 'Too Youny'
could be a future single. ]
mainly to do witn 3tuarts Guitar / amp.
starts, ever the loyalty and patience
thing else. 1 was proud to be in the middle of such devoted fans.
Eig Countrys proffesionalism turned wn ve Dbeen a disaster
into & triumph for everyone. Dur snow Stu.rt saiu
band was drawing inspiration fron to slow their thanks to

he fans, Big Couniry r throu onderland and I Country again.
The evening ended with rFields Cf znd tne scenes were incredible.
Big Country and the Royal Court fans shzred everytuing that night.
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Sunday Cectober 14th

No gig, and a :ta..... ztazzz recording session had been cancelled. So it
was off home 1, for work on Monday as my sick note had ran out.







We were going to conduct a poll to see wietler you wanted another
"fave poll™ in Country Club, but deciced to go ahead witlh one any-
way. The poll naturally concerns SteelTown, znd all we wunt to
know is your one fave trucl, and the reasons why.

The new competition ties with the poll, send in what you think
the outcome of the poll will be, in other words the final placings
of the ten SteelTown tracks, as voted for by the poll entries.

The response tc the drawing competition wzs disappointing to say tae
least, but thanks to both people that did enter. Just in case any=
cne gets a paint set for Christmas and fancies tieir chance to win
the Barrowland video, by _e.,i;;r'ino a Big Country T.shirt, we have
extended the closing date to January 31st. The same date anplies
for the new competition and poll entries, anu should be sent to ;-
56, Edenhall Drive, Woolton, LIVA.POUL, 25 5ii.

WILL CQOSL

INTSHVISY

Can you name 4 few well known engineers in tae music business, do
you realise the importance of their jeb ¥ Will Gosliny & Countrys
engineer put thes record straighi when ne aaswered guestions about
his role in the studio.

Mike; What exactly is your role as Big Countrys engineer ?

Will; An engineexs job is bas:.cx ly to bridge the gap betveen the
producers and the bands funtastic concepts and the harzh ty of
practical possibilities. In otier words they may coze up with an
idea of how y want something to sound and it would be my job to
create the desired effect using tze technology availavle. Cf course
its rarely as clean cut as that. Since everyone in the b
had guite alot of studio experieﬂce and Steve, of courge used to
engineer himmeelf they often have a lairly ,_,ocd iuea ol ”cw to get
a certain sound and somtimes sounds will ¢ e out pure
chance - we may be working towards one pu ul LT ang le and s'c h
on sometning totally different, wki
to what we originally haq in wmind, muy sound D:eun, a.nvw_,. I
this open=mindidness which helps to create the originality of ine
*Big Country Sound' = I suppose its a sort of no-holds barved
aporoach.

Yike; Do you feel the importance o. your job is not reully appreciated
by -eople outside tne studio ¥

Wills I don't think its so much a case of mu job nof really being
appreciated its more that most people wio haven't soent tinme in
studios don't quite understand zn engineers job. I'n sure alet of
people imagine an engineer to have a beard and to wal« around in a
white coat with a clipboard on his arn like in tie old newsreel

films of B.B.C technicians. I think the fact that Big Country records
sound good is really proof that thie team works well. I'm not saying
that if I wasn't engineerinyg the records tuey wouldn't be as pood =
but I'm sure they would be different.

Mike; On hearing a certain record, could you tell wiiether tne engineer
has done a good job ?



Will; Liae =211 zr ini its ever possible to
cluss recor 3 ot.er us being bad. Iis
very essy to say wh e lite a particular sound -

put ol course its taste. I mean I've woried

on records my engineering and people have

t it sounded (and of course
few t.ings that most engin-
= lor example & bass trat

t uistorts and
be cunsicered aa no-no but even then in
portant contributing factor to the
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you woried witn other then Lig Country ¥

so I've done my suare of Rih

wWilde rceords were my first adven=

Dut sinece then I've worxed with
1ished with their

anu also ;-

Twistea Jister, The Fretenders,

iy and ot.ers tco numerous to mention.

it very hard to reneber what I've done - probably
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1ad to work it would be too hot to be
So Sweden was choseu as Steve had worked
opy with tie results and also I nic there
healtuy fres: air and trees of Scandinavia
the Dig Country sound. I think the fact that it
relped by seperating everyone concernec from
oI beinj, at nome or at least London. For a
ike Mg Country tuere's always a thousand people needing things
ctures to te taken, interviews, meetings etc. and tkhe fact

in Sweden thzt only the people witn really import—
bothe ere. GSo distractions were kept to a

we were zble to become ersed in the album in a way that
uld not have been possible in EBritain.

r before 3
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4ill; Assistant engineers are generally employed by tie studics =
bagicelly they are trainee engineers. So by the time we were onto
this album sike and Steve Chuse were engineering themselwes = lMike
2t Ras ane 3teve at tie lanor. OCf course there were assistant engin=
cers involved in tiis album but not the sume people. Thewve was a guy

callec vaj in Polar, Heal at the doundhouse and a girl called Dana at
A

We've talked about your involvement concerning studio wori, how
sout ou tine ro:d, I'd imigine tlie pressures are far greater.

Will; Unfortunately I've never done any live work witn the band agart
from recoriing a couple of live sunows on a mobile recording studio

for various T.V productions and the odd I-side. Altrougk tue urinciples
tiie same live mizing is a fairly different art - balances vary from
verue to wenmue depending on the size and accoustic gualities of each
tlace and o: course you've only got one chance to get it rizht. For
this reason 1ts an exeiting prospect ana if I can find tre time its
something I'a like to do in the future.

wike; I believe you're moving onto production work, is that rigat 7

ve been co-sroducing Zeke I *s solo album on and off for
I've nroduced some Cra..ue Juice tracks from their svon-to-—
uew albw I've also had production work with Care and
band {or RCA who are zs yet unnaseds But Lopefully there are
more projects on the y and if the & Country aloun is a success it
will no doubt help my remutation and mJ phone will ring ceaselessly for
Years with offers of production ceals. It definately feels like the
next step for ne now and I've been fortunate to have worked th so

many good prod: from wiom I've lezrned a great dezl. e is
also t: v of co-producin, some film music withn Stuart from
Li, Coun

& a I'y looking forward to immensly as I'm sure producing
musie for fil another aspect to recordiny in that it has to work
in copjunction with visual scenes anc the mood oi the music becomes as
important if not more important than the actuul nelodies tuenselves.

ade t..e grade as a

thst & biy step, have many enginecrs
7

working at the

tile preducer
st the other nalf are musicians,
g. It is a bi;: sten as it means taking on

y of a project ~ud it gives one 2 greater
contrel over now it eventu._llJ ends up sounding. I think its very
important ts ve a ,0o0d technical inowledge of sow the studioc works
80 taat you know exactly \ma.t is possible and how to achieve it.

te ],

t{.e overall

ilkey 3
alot Lr:

lywnite is a very i

ily rated prouucer, did you learn

Will; Steve i probubly the Lest producer I have worked with for several
reasons. Le Las incredible enthusizsm for everything in the studio
wkicht inevitably rubs mi‘ on other peuole and inspires a great atmosphere

in which to wori.
Uoo + Sometimes &8 occur just by aceident whioh many producers
o.uu dismisz as takes just because they were not purt of the origial

lan - but Steve lizs reco_nised that they had 2 certain quulity — be it
cha.r::., humour or just a shocz and such things often add character and
2 sense of spontineity to a tracs wnicih one may not uecessarily other—
wise acrieve. I've definately leurned from everyone, bands, producers
and otler engineers and in that way I consider myself very lucky to
have worked with sc many taleanted people.
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Bruce's recent dream holiday in Antigua turned sour when he arrived there with
his long time girlfriend Sandra. Bruce, who's never been on a holiday of any
sort outside Britain, was greeted on his first day there by rain, rain, and
more rain, and for days the weather resembled Glasgow rather than the Caribbean.
Bruce did have a good time, however, and was amazed that after three days

when he looked in the mirror, he actually had a sun tan. The sun is so strong
our there that you can get a sun tan even when it rains!

As if eleven concerts in six countries in fifteen days wasn't enough, on their

sell-out European tour, Big Country have found time to write the soundtrack to

a new film called "Restless Natives". The film is a Scottish production about
highway robbers and will feature music by Big Country. It should be released

next year through EMI Films.

Big Country are now sponsoring Mororbike Racing.

As you may already know Stuart is a bike enthusiast
and he recently met Ian Duffus. Ian is just 21 and
rides a Kawasaki GPZ 900. He is doing really well

and has a great future.

Jon, Leigh and Lou are writing a book and would 1i

late!' If you have any good ones. Please write

them at 64 Wigstone Lane, Leicester.
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Having changed the name and musical direction of the group, do you now consider
commercial success a must for The Cult? Do you think you let anyone down with
your new approach, or would you prefer to call it a natural "progression" rather
than a harsh change?

Firstly, we haven't actually changed the musical direction - it's been more of
natural development - sort of putting our ideas more clearly into focus. Since
Ian and I formed the group, reaching the maximum possible audience has been a
primary objective. Success commercially is nice, but the most important thing
is to maintain the group's identity and integrity, rather than selling our souls
for a few pieces of silver.

"Spiritwalker", your first single as The Cult didn't do much chartwise. Was
that a disappointment?

“Spiritwalker" got to Number 1 in the Indie charts, which pleased us as it beat

a lot of larger indie bands to that spot. I don't know if everyone appreciates
that it was a true independent release, not Beggars Banquet. It made a steady

climb up the national charts, which was a good start.

Your debut album "Dreamtime" was very strong and varied - do you think it
surprised people?

Yes, 1 think "Dreamtime" pleasantly surprised a lot of people. It's our first
proper studio album, and we're all proud of it, but I think we can go beyond it.

"Resurrection Joe", produced by Chris Kimsey (who worked on The Stones' Undercover
album) is due out in December. Would you say you've got a wider audience now to
receive it?

OJur audience is graudally growing. We really haven't over publicised the group
and a lot, a hell of a lot, of people still are unaware of the group's music
hope our next few singles reach out to a wider audience as DJ's gradually become
educated to the band's sound and play our records more. It's just a matter of
time.

How did your recent tour of the UK go?

The tour went really well. Playing to our largest varied and most enthusiastic
audiences yet., It was nice to see a few people with Big Country t-shirts at the
front of the shows enjoying our stuff!

What do you think of today's current chart scene. 1 mean apparently Wham! can
make an album ot total shit, knowing it will enter at Number 1, even though
critically it took a deserved hammering?

The current music scene is sad. There are a lot of young contemporary groups
writing and recording excellent music, which isn't getting airplay. I think
people still take what they get - what they hear on the radio is it. I'm sure

a lot of young people are pissed off with music with no commitment in it, and are
looking for something young and exciting. I'm fed up being patronised by the
charts. I am a young person. 1 don't think they reflect the true music scene
in Britain today.

Are you happy with your live Lyceum video?

It's OK. But a lot of the best momentw weren't captured, like a bit where
Billy hit me in the face with his guitar (accidentally of course). We have
improved vastly since it was shot. 2






PENFRIENDS “““N I BY PENFRIENDS

country club

Acme House, 26-40 St Andrews St
Northampton NN1 ZHY, UK.

Mark Filby,
Age 17. Likes = BC, U2, UB40, The Jam, Style Council, FGTH,
West Ham F C.
Lorraine Bruce,
Age 18. Likes - BC, U2, FGTH, Elton John, Simple Minds,
The Police, Squeeze, Elvis Costello, Ice Skating, Writing
to Pen Pals. Would like to write to anyone proud to be
Scottish.
Collette Smith,
. Age l4. Likes - BC, Howard Jones,

U2, Bronski Beat, Brookside. Dislikes - Duran Duran.
Emiko Koike, (Emmie),

, Japan. (female) Age 17.
Hiroko Sekizawa, (Seira),

, Japan. (female) Age 17.
Jill Bradshaw,
Northern Ireland. Age 15. Likes - BC, and U2. Would

like to write to someone in Scotland or Ireland.

Kristine Turner, + D& A
Would like to write to anyonell!ll!

Elaine Howgtson, %
Age 15, Likes - all punk music, UZ, The Smiths, Echo & the
Bunnymen. Dislikes - Prince, Wham,, macaroni, and green.

would like to write to Scottish punky people.
Monica Trethewy, .
Age 18. Likes - BC, Associates, U2, Humourous people. Dislikes -
Misrible (sic) People King Curt and anyone who doesn't like BC
Damon Williams,

. Age 16. Likes - BC, Matt Bianco, Carmel,
Scully, The Young Ones, Football, Wrexham FC, Listening to Radio,
going to Discos. Dislikes - Smoking and Homework. (Will you

have much else toc write about? AM)
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