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Hello Again,

Welcome to this skghtly overdue edition of Country Club Hu.l2. Atsa, in thie packed igsue is a difficult 20 question Quis with a fantastic
All thoss connected with the running of the fan club, would Tike to prise in store for the winner, Ma a competition well worth entering-
extend a big thank you fo all the fans who have remaincd patient,
We hopr this bumper, mew style magazlae makes up fer the long
wait. The mew single will be "Ome Great Thing" which should give BIG

COUNTRY anether chart success, As for more live dates, after
supporting Queen at Knepworth BIG COUNTRY will make U.K. appearances
o December, Full details of that tour are inclided in the magazine.

1986 hae been o great year for
Seer Tour sold out, and
biggest kit to dete.
prevented Big Country enteving at No. 1 with THE

3 mew entry at 2, after such a fang lay off is a tremeadous 3

We hope you enjoy this special extended sdition of Country CLUB.
We look forward fo heatlng your views, and opimions on all thats
happencd in '8, thanks again for your patience. 'till next fime!

n the n

This edition of Country CLUB is the fir
format, we feel its a Great improvemen
end professional lonk. Among the oo
tour Diary Written by Bruce, & write U
ifreebie’ gig from ANDY MARLOW. there is aleso some "TOUR Stories!
by myself which 1 hope you find interesting.
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The mI¥Tng of 'The Seer' from rehearsing to release
date followed along this pattern.

EDINBURGH

October 1986
In"the Tmpulse Studios, Big Country gor. together
to rehearse new material.

December 1935

In the R.4.K. Stadios with Robin Miller as producer
'The Scer' recording began. These sessians were
interrupted when Big Country supported Roger
Daltry on his Madisen Square Carden concert. The
agresment was that Tony and Mark would then work
on Daltry's new album. This didn't come off thaugh ,
as Big “Country's heavy recording schedule didn't
allow time for Tony and Mark to Jearn 27 of Daltry's
songs.

The Seer Continued tao be recorded at the Power
Plant Studio,  Kate Bush took just seven hours
far her excellent cantribution.

The original mix. was eonsidered too 'soft’ teo much
like Sade. Therefore, Walter Turbitt re-mixed the
album.

Beforc Big Country took to the road for the March
dates of the 'SEER' tour, they went through & tough
routine which took place in Dunfermline. his routine
saw the band rehearsing in the morning in Dunfermline
F.C.'s Football Stadium. In the afternoon they

: 1
trained with the players, and in the svening in AZINES (qes, you have al
which all the crew took part they completed the & ONTRY CLUB MAG . of magazines: g
day with an aercbics session, puruRE CO! sbout the 12 - nenbership i

ot nassle four duringd e membersit
The last date of the U.K. tour at Oxford was followed please 111 receive iye even ity ot
by a headline appearance at Denmarks Roskile 'Bb told you ¥ will TecelV get £ouT to ¥ - |
festival.  Other U.K. acts who performed on the beef amount YU it takes to ded, a let
3 day event (4th 5th and 6th July) were Lloyd Cole  gour is L€ pawever 1ond crsnip bas o™ be informed
Madness and Elvis Costello. As the time approached oxtended £OF hen youT memd ou will 3188 i
for Big Country to take the stage, it continually  iS informed ¥ azine. ¥ 1gsed anyth
rained buckets. As soon as they bogan rheir ser  gopu will BE our fourth BAIET T, nave miasE O out
like = miracle the clouds parted and the sun shone L)1 arrive With ¥’ ag out in o3 magazine ¥L
brightly until they left the stage. Then, of course wil as been SE when the
the Tain began to pour again. of all that B crrors askind

1 .
go please 1O ™ ever know!
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BIG COUNTRY REPLAY NEWCASTLE

Big Country's first British tour in 1% years got off to an extraordinary start
at Newcastle City Hall last Friday night 22nd March. Sound problems
meant that the group were on stage for a rousing 2 hours and 30
minutes as they strove to compensate their fans for a loss of sound
at the beginning of the set, and, as if that wasn't enough, all those
present were given free tickets for another Big Country gig on the

4th April.

From the opening chords of "Wonderland" it was clear that Big Country's
return in front of a sold out Geordie audience was not going to be
trouble free. Drums came and went; first one guitar faded then
the other; bass was inaudible and vocals muffled and most of the
speakers on the stage were dead. Group leader Stuart Adamson
perched precariously in front of the bank of amplifiers trying to
pinpoint the problem, whilst the group kept the song going. Unable
to locate the problem, Stuart strode out into the audience down the
main isle to the mixing desk still playing - he was using a radio
mike. The desk had blown because of a sudden and unexplained

rush of power and was now completely useless,

Back on stage Adamson and co. turned on an inspiring performance
helped by a supportive crowd who threatened at one point to drown
out the group with a spontaneous "Blaydon Races" - Stuart described
them "as the nicest bunch of people we've played for". Two hours
later the electric atmosphere saw new songs such as "The Teacher"
and "Look Away" interspersed with oldies but goodies such as "Fields
of Fire" and "In a Big Country", then the surprise announcement
came that the group would return for a special free concert on the
4th April, and the evening turned into an out and out party with
the group coming back for encores galore including a brief flash

of "Jumping Jack Flash".

The same thing also happened to Sting and several other bands playing

the same gig.

| ]




U.,S.REPORT

Taking a long break in the music business is always a risky thing o MosT
fo do, and even more so in America. Making an impact in the U.S. g PROGRESS
is without doubt the biggest breakthrough a band has to make. 4 Big Country
[f a band want to succeed in America, its a long hard slog, and (]

worldwide, with the release of "Look Away" and the 'SEER' album. Big (] :

mammouth coast to coazst tours are essential.

Big Country's disappearance from the U.S5. scene ended as it did

Country could have quite easily been forgoetten in America, the large
following they built up through strenuous tours of 83/84 may well
have deserted them. "Look Away" however, was very well received,
and got good air play, which is most important, as radio plays are
the biggest promotion a new single can have.

The following snippets are taken from the American 'ALBUM NETWORK'
survey in which the growing popularity of 'Look Away' and the 'SEER!
is clearly shown., The ALBUM NETWORK is considered very accurate

and influential in America, and is the Country's official Guide to
airplay action.

o Big Country The Seer

NEW ACTIQ_N_,AIRPI:AY 2 The Fixx Walkabout

IR 3 Ruthless People  Ruthless People OST
CONSENSUS ~ e
T-.__m; 5  Bruce Hornsby The Way It Is
L I DTTAA
LBUM
'———‘J. By
] E I
The Seer (Mercury/5268441M1) s§8535 ¢
Total Mentions: 157 Adds: 156 Projections: 3 33288
Ton: Big Country's The Seer rolls onto the e at A o
.2 terrific debut for th¢ boys! Meanwhile, "Look Awsy" Jams 18 to 11* on T =
Power Cuts.  Bob Kranes/WSCK, "The Seer 1is definitely an album worth the - &
Wait, Fere's ¢ band wnose strong cult following will be transformed into mass 3 ® Led § o '§
appeal acceptance on the strength of 'Look Away.'" Amy Dzhlman/WAGK, "Big Country S hoE e B o 2
has taken the next big step fLowards total rock 'n roll acceptance.”  fad §s2g8¥3 5 @
Messick/WOIZ, "'Logk Away' nas been lookin' good for the last couple 8280 E
Bob Bittens/WHCN, “'Look Away® feels great on the air...and I think the ZEgeegigsg
wery strong, too.' Pepe Lopez/KLAQ, 'At long last, a G
Country!' 'Look Away' Gets the Pepe Lopez seal of approval. !
Bailen/KIEK, "The new Country sounds really neat. It's & bit of a diversion |1
The often copied bagpipes groove.' Bab Welch “lgok Away' fs pulling '> g
requests. They're back, alright!® q R
E R 2
= Y EA (-]
NEW ACTION AIRPLAY = m 3%uE %E' 5
a f3:82:58%
o Big Country The Seer o ¢ E T E
2 Rod Stewart Rod Stewart - 3 2 E 2
<{ o]
3 John Mellencamp Scarecrow A E E g £ E@l’ﬁﬁ‘-‘\@
4 Ruthless Pecple Ruthless People : ﬁ E g X E
; - E= o
5 Cinderella Nigh! Songs W £Eo0¥ g o
o fzii:
EE B8
B SR
Artisy = alagw 1 8ig Country
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brucesdiary

12.3.86 ESSEN

Pete the Greek [Lighting Technician) has
discovered a great game called Kjanga which is
an old African name meaning............Kjanga.
The game is stacked like so and each player
removes one block from the stack and places it
on top using only one hand.

As the game progresses the stack becomes more
shakey and the more alcohol consumed the more
difficult it becomes.

Pete being the most advanced was known as the
Great Boona and was worshiped by all.

Dave Davis (guitars) had the Barbary Coast
whiplash technique down to a fine art.

Les was known as the thumb king (for obvious
reasons) and Novice Mark had a Ffew interesting
theorys to work on.

To take & middle brick was deemed as bad
ettiquette, and shouts of 'middle brick' or

ou wanker! were cursed at the player who

ped out or 'middle bricked'. The German
idents at the hotel found all this highly
ertaining and soon we had a full congregation
cheering us on

o o o

()
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LOOK AWAY

AUSTRALTA
IRELAND
BELGIUM
FINLAND
GERMANY
HOLLAND
SOUTH AFRICA
SWITZERLAND

June 16 1986 Press Day

carefully jotted

HIGHEST CHART POSITIONS

49
1
39
10
19
27
33
27 (New Entry)

THE: SEER
AUSTRIA
DENMARK
IRELAND
HOLLAND
SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
U.S.A.

5 1 went shopping for a

30
24

14
16
28
95

(NE)
(NE)

(NE)
(NE)
(NE!



BIG COUNTRY NEARLY MEET ROYALTY

(WRITTEN BY LES KING) Friday June 20th

12.30 p.m. Various members of the BIG COUNTRY crew/dreadful
working class types) begin to saunter into the Wembley backstage
area, The truck is unloaded amidst such luminaries as Paul McCartney
Elton John Eric Clapton, Phil Collins, Tina Turner, Mark Knoffler,
The Supergroup is soundchecking and practising vreceiving their
knighthoods.

Also in abundance are lots of not so discreet plain clothes policemen
with large bulges inside their jackets. Eventually the supergroup
leave the stage. Level 42 begin their soundcheck. The band have
arrived and sit waiting for their soundcheck. The whole thing is
now running an hour late and by the time BIG COUNTRY get on
the stage for their soundtrack its time for the doors to open and
all the artiste's to rush off, line up and be presented to Chuck and
Di. Big Country decide soundcheck is more important and miss the
opportunity of having their sweaty little palms crossed with the delicate
touch of the future King and Queen of England. The show begins
with BIGC COUNTRY and its 5 songs and off. The band emerge from

their dressing room for the press and mucho backslapping. End

of day, gig over, no O.B.E. no invites for a carry out back down
the Mall.




SEER REVIEW

In all walks of life, maintaining high standards is a difficult task,

and that includes the making of records.

Big , Country's first album was a timeless classi¢ of §Jadvenfure and
romfdce, it was a debut L.P. 36 rank wjth any?
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It was a long wait Country fans brought up
on two excellent : : ird in the same wvein for
granted. The fans were not to be disappointed, the album was indeed

excellent, the wait was worthwhile. MIKE & SIOBHAN.



As we expected we received a Big response to the Comments made

by Don Mitchell in Issue 11.

I think, and quite rightly, just about all the letters were opposed

to Don's critisicms. One was so heated - after .1 edited the four

letter words I was only left with "Dear Mike". Anyway, case closed.
its only Rock 'N' Roll.

Put the knives away -

MIKE
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?OR I Sater for the cancert cam 0 oo nd from = bill beard, a&
' aldntt get It back on, | k,,ﬂ it for & nice souvenler.

it was an all standing

1 o whl"h Il k r!ai a better atmosphere. The concert
i f ta mest the band

A
With other fans who had gt
T stay, Tony very kindly pul us up for the might-




Wednesday 25th June

Tony slso made sure we got some breskfase and we ware most grateful
for his The band's hotel had a breatheaking view. Ther
were cottiges scattered up a rocky hillside overlsoking 3 harb
full of fishing snd ssiling bests. As the next vemue was Liverpool
we werc invited to travel with boys on the coach.

During the 300 mile journey,
was with 'The Seer! album,
the tour was going. W
We said goodbye

Stuart was felling me how pleased he
and alio “how happy he was at the way
Wo ‘arrived in Liverpool

at
everyone and sent home, that

Thursday 26en Jupe
le;?Dou\ Royal Coure, a
. €3t geners y s

i e next 3 ninnie and this
57 hoUr after the shog: | "BP'5 1t ‘uas tranga . 12 Trend

great
_ was
e be Bome in e

Friday 37Tt Tune

Quite 2 shor =ip to Hanley ¥ictoria Hall.  Only 50 miles, and the
oach siation was only u couple of minutes away from the Hall.

Il ioakod like an office block than 3 music venue,

5y roduced another night

said a quick Rello to

Glasgow.  as mone

nee - 'bench and breakfast!.

the wall for our 11 s.m. coach

nem at
sent it was B & B with o differe
ght wasn't

Esrly coaches
service,
SEEn
¥ Uncomfartasis
x hash i
of fans, and

the Scottish

Onge

= fay makers, but all [ wanted
e cosch station was full of excited holiday makers, e
R home. Dut copch was late, but by mid Saturday afterncon
we were back in Liverpool. & wis mo comeert that might, S0
1 was time for a good rest before the early start to Glasgow
fellowing day.

Street.
our bags and fell azleep

oppasite & Tavely
o
direct to

and
the

. then home the follawing w

o Glesgow wepe

park wh

i

booked, so we had to gt gpe Noon

Y warn,  ynien g
ety B made the g pgy, o

P R e e

: and maan

alw:l e

realy col,

sunshine
into The

baked in
baaked

After a sleep we

on stage the heat wac slmest unbearable.
comstantly thrown ever the
Durlng the set Stuart commente

conzerned
Then Ul was 2 csh back fo the

pEe A Brilliant

MIEE BARTRAM




THE BIG TEST

What ula *hz name of t‘hu Cult nnvel Blg Cnuntry were
golng to call themselves after?

Toriy played in & band when he was 13, What was the
band called?

What was the first venue Big Country played in Clasgow?

In 1984 Big Country appeared on the Pink Pop festival.
What was the exact date?

Stuart once gave his E.Bow a nickmame. What was it?

‘What track on the Cults "Love" album does Mark not
appear on?

In the U.K. Big Country have released 10 singles (up
to and including The Teacher) and 3 altums. But how
many official formats have been made avallable?

Which Bip Country track did Jimmy Lovine mix?

What Big Country video was filmed in Stibbington?
What track did Big Country perform on Three of A Kind?
What school in Cowdenbeath did Stuart attend?

Name the Verue of Big Country's (current line up|first
evar Gig?

Who were the [irat support band on the Matinee Barrowland
glg on New Year's Bve '837

At what age did Mark perform his first paid session?
Bruce's "Glowing Boota" story, 'Trus' or 'False'?
What was Marks firat professional band called?
Which two videes did Clive Richardson direct?

Big Countrys first line-up included a keyboard players
What was his name?

What was "On The Air*s" second single called?

Shea once supperted Big Country, but what was their
previous connection with Big Country?
; 7 i o .

The prize?? A trip to one of the European dates
for the winner and a friend ENTRIES MUST
BE IN BY 15th SEPTEMBER VERY LATEST. Please write
COMPETITION on the top left hand corner of the

envelope to enable us to sort it out from the rest
of the mail, otherwise your entry could miss the
closing date. GOOD LUCK!!

GOONTRY

CLLU




Likes: National Pastime, Howard Jones,
King, Prince, and loads mere...

Likes: Shaky, Nik Kershaw, Man.Utd.,
drawing and penpals...

Dislikes: CC, DD, Prince, Michael
Jackson, Heavy Metal, Liverpool and
Everton.

SUSIR LEGH (18) No Details Given.

West Germa
I i
GAVIN RITCHIE (1&) Likes: U2, Simple Minds, and penpals...
Scotland
£r4

AILEEN WALKER Likes: most other bands, football,
Restless Natives, and loads of other

People whe don't like BC,
Scotland
o
X T
GRAEME PATRICK (14) Likes: Newcastle Utd., Dunfermline
Ath., snooker, reading match magazines,
e Young Ones.
Wham!, and people who don't
like BC. (this band sounds popular
everyone on this page put them in their
Jist of likes, we'll have ta watch out
for them!)

i

Likes: U2, Icicle Works,playing guitars
and drums, collecting BC records, The
Skids, The J:

Dislikes: Puny pop, anyene who doesn't etc.

Would lke a photo if pos.

e BT e :

RHONDA McFALL (18} Likes: Sport especially football {Liverposl)
and motorcycling. Treddie Spencer

in particular. Madonna, Paul Young,

and Go West.

Likes: U2, Rush, Yes, Kate Bush,
and Teyah.
Dislikes: Wham!, Duran Duran, and
Spandau Ballet.

LIKES: Szrevie Nicks, Fleetwood Mac, drawing
and painting. b

hing nine six please identify themselves

keep writing but you don't give your name and address and
read your number - 1 can't answer until you do - in i
rite and ask agamm - clearly - | have trouble reading your

w
. GRAZIE.'



All these swingers would like to write to other Big Gountry fans
and Club members, don't forget you can alsc write to each other.
We haven't had the space to put in details but it will give you an
ice breaker so get your pens going.

JENI WILLMORE

WALTERS (16)

RENE LEUWESTEIN

HOLLAND.
ase

MARTY GODWIN (17)

GBI gD
eex
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DECEMBER DATES 1986

INGLESTON

WHITLEY BAY,
ICE RINK

8TH N.E.C,
BIRMINGHAM

9TH SHEPTON MALLET

11/12TH WEMBLEY

14TH BRIGHTON CENTRE

lllustration-DAVID BROWNE

(see press for full details)
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