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A message from Mark

Christmas is always a special time for every one. For me. having Big Country back together
again after all these years and pla

/ing our songs again,will be very moving and emotional,
nostalgic and exciting all at the same time. It will seem fitting to be on the road once again
with Big Countr,

as we always toured at Christmas time. Big Country playing new years

g we always looked forward to, and was a tradition that will bring back
many memories. [ truly believe that we will do Stuart proud, with Mike and the band playing
Big Countrys wonderful songs again, to a fantastic,loyal and special crowd.

eve was somethi

Here we go,

Mark Brzezicki.




AN EX EDITORS NOTES

T was recently asked by fan Grant if T would scribe
a few words about my time as the Big Country
Fan Club secretary. I readily agreed but then found
myself wondering where (o start, what to write

ete — My, still ongoing, love affair with Stuart’s
musical output started when he was the lynchpin
of the Skids. I thought ‘Into the Valley” and
“Masquerade’ were true anthems and 1 relig
followed the group’s fortunes from there on in.

ion of

t the Skids, weekly exami
the music press eventually revealed the formation
of BC, but I had to wait for a few more months
before seeing the band supporting A Certain Ratio
and then the Jam at Wembley Arena.

By early December I had seen the band half'a
dozen times in the London arca and it was the last
of these that proved fateful. Afier their set at the
Ace Cinema the chaps adjourned to the bar and [
fell into conversation with a lady who had started
up and was running the fan club. It transpired that
said lady was Tony’s future wife Jackie and that she
was also looking to pass on the baton to someone
who had more time to devote to the project than
she did.

I felt that I had died and gone to heaven and
immediately threw in college (not the most sensible
move I have ever made) and became a full time
employee (or should that read devotee) of Cairo
Management (as Grant - Edwards Management
was called in those days).

For a starry cyed and impressionable cighteen year
old, the subsequent few months were dreamlike
and [ still remember the first half of 1983 with great
The first event of note was the recording,
 and meeting Steve Lilywhite.
Steve was a truly delightful man and scemed to
have no problem with me wondering around his
studio uninvited. A curious and somewhat strange
claim to fame is s the first person in the
world to hear the 12 inch remix of Fields of
1 had tumed up as it was being finalised and Steve
and his engineer, Will Gosling played it to me
before summoning the band for their thoughts.
The next day 1 trooped along to Phonogram and
sitting in on a meeting with Chris Briggs to dis
formats, artwork etc. I couldn’t believe that this
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happening to little old me and that, in the space of a
few days, I had gone from being a fan to an integral
part of the Big Country set up — it was wonderful.

Top of the Pops and various other TV slots
followed as Fields of Fire flew up the charts and the
letters to the club started to flood in.I didn’t realise
at the time but this was already the beginning of the
end for me.

When I took over the fan club in the January it had
20 members. By the August it had over a thousand
and climbing. It was becoming increasingly
apparent that it was too much but what to do?

I was also tasked with writing the fanzine and

I remember spending ages over an issuc which
contained a lengthy interview with Motorhead.
This went down like a lead balloon with the
readership — shame really, I thought it was a rather
splendid picce of journalism and represented a high
water mark in my career as a music Hack. Actually
it was the only interview I ever did but 1 went out
at the top...

By late 83 the personnel at Grant-Edwards
Management had changed and the new PAs to
Tan and Alan saw beyond my boyish enthusiasm
and recognised that I brought to my endeavours a
stunning degree of incompetence. It was no-one’
fault, I was a mere child who couldn’t do justice to
what was required of me and it was time to hand
over the running of the Country Club to people
better equipped than myself. In carly 1984 I needed
10 go and get a proper job and took my leave. I bore
no grudges and was always welcomed backstage
for many years afterwards.

As 1 type this | am smiling to myself about some
of those happy times. Working with fan, Alan
Edwards and Beri Chadwick... I totally adored Beri
and often wonder what happened to her. Check her
out on the *In A Big Country” video. Her husband
Guy went on to front House of Love...

As said, it was a wonderful few months but would
1do it again... probably, but next time T would

be prepared to match ligging and gigging with a
modicum of hard work and applic

Martin Warner
December 2010



AVAILABLE TOUR MERCHANDISE

Seer Tour
25 Years

T
o Steeltown
= 25 Years

Peace In Our Time
Moscow 88

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE AT BIGCOUNTRY.CO.UK
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omprehensive in Sheffield
- Trouble in Tucson, Arizona
During a gig there, Big
=Country’s Stuart Adamson got
an eleciric shock which fiung
£him six feet in the air ang
“knocked him unconscioys
=Trouble in Tucson 2 While
Flanding there, Lionel Ric o's
Eplane “fell apart as it hit the
gmnway” No-one was hurt
fter George Michael ang
\nnie Lennox, H,0s lan
Donaldson is the fatest to
'ave throat trouble ... Fear of
£same has prompted Dexys to
- take singing lessons at West
-Bromwich College of
' <ommerce and Technolog
So they claim, anyway

SHOW SCHEDULE
WOLFSBURG, GERMANY
AUGUST 25, 1995 - FRIDAY

* SOUNDCHECK: NONE
* DOORS: 3:00PM
* MEETA& GREET: 7:30PM

ANDREW STRONG:
7:00PM-7:45FM (45min)

IG COUNTRY:
SEA e

THE ROLLING STONES:
9:30PM

CURFEW: 12:00AM
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RY CURIOUS FACTS

* The first line up played
their first gig on 4th
82 at the Glen
llion in Dunfermlime.
later they opened
Loop«.r in Brighton

* Paul Weller once voted
Stuart the “finest man on
the planet” in NME poll.

0 gave the band the

* The bands first appearan
on TV was on Channel
4’s *‘Whatever you Want®
programme in December 8
* Their first TOTP
appearance was in N




* Bob Geldolf thought Big
Country had broken up and
didn’t think of them for-

Aid; Harvey Goldsmith did
think they should appear and
invited them to appear in the
encore.

* Mark Brzezicki plays

on the Cult ‘Lov

and was in thei

came to the rescue when
drummer Nigel Preston
became ill.

* Big Country took 286
journalists and record
company execs to Moscow
in 1988 for the first ev

: ted




MIKE PETERS opened
for Big Country on their
‘Driving To Damascus” tour

in 1999. At the

again on their final tour in
2000a.
~* Stuart Adamson

malters were not re

until 2009. This meant the
 band couldn’t operate as

s time hence the band (or
of them) going out as

* Mike Peters and Simon

the intention-ofcarrying

on as Big Country with the -
knowledge and blessing of
Stuart Adamson in 2001,
when Stuart made itknows
he didn’t want to continue,
Stuart was then living in
Nashville and pursuing a
come back to Big Country.
* Tony Butler teaches
‘Music Business studies’ at
college in Devon.

* Besides Dead Men




On the 300 square metre area of this studio, five acoustical rooms are grouped around the control
oo, whch s lass vl rocin ul vision from oom o toam Ths casion nlo e roams
gives optimal renition of al fie rooms
bovide reverberation imes from 0to 2 seconts. The floor s wall o wellcarpeing n 2 rooms.
made of wood in 2 roomsand of marble n oneroom. The control room, withits panoramaview over
he whole studio, measures 85 7.0 metres and can comfortably accomodate 15 persons. The
studio s equipped with indirect, vaniable lightng in each room

constant
evel of humidity are maintained in the studic and control room
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BIG COUNTRY FANS
DEMAND MORE!

Legendary 80°s rockers Big Country who have reformed and recently announced 7 shows in
December/January have added 12 more in April.

The band exploded onto the scene in 1983 with anthemic songs such as ‘Fields Of Fire” and
“In A Big Country® which were culled from their classic debut album “The Crossing” which
sold several million worldwide. They followed up with a number one album *Steeltown’ and
released 8 studio albums all of which entered the Top Ten. Big Country released 28 singles 5
of which were also Top Ten.

Approaching their 30th anniversary, these concerts make a period of celebration that will not
only embrace their illustrious past but also honour the life and times of original lead singer.
guitarist and co-founder Stuart Adamson, who passed away so tragically in 2001. Taking on
the mantle of lead singer and joining the band for these dates and more will be Mike Peters
of fellow celtic rockers The Alarm.

“I first met Stuart on stage at a U2 concert in Hammersmith Palais back in 1983" says Mike
Peters. “Bono introduced us to his audience as being “part of the new breed” and Stuart

was literally passed up onto the stage by the fans and I shook his hand as I handed him

a guitar - an unforgettable entrance. The last time I saw him was also on stage with Big
Country at Glasgow Barrowlands for the last night of the Final Fling tour in 2000, when

we sang Neil Young’s ‘Rockin’ In The Freeworld” together. When Bruce Watson called and
asked me to sing for Big Country, it was something 1 didn’t need to think twice about. I'm
looking forward to meeting all the fans again and playing a part in keeping the spirit of Stuart
Adamson alive and celebrating the music of a band I have loved from near and afar for the
whole of my adult life”.

Bass guitarist Tony Butler says “To play again as Big Country was something that was only
going to happen if we could find someone who could compliment the band and sing the
songs in the way they need to be sung - with heart and soul. Mike Peters from The Alarm has
stepped in to fill the premise. He is the right man for the job. It's about time the songs got
another airing, and we think Stuart would be pleased too™.

Drummer Mark Bi ki also says “I am looking forward to the next Big Country chapter.
Along with the constant warmth and affection shown to Big Country by it’s dedicated fz
from around the world, and on it’s 30th anniversary,it feels right and fitting that Big Country
continue the journey. Mike Peters will do us proud, and as Stuart always said, ““when taking
a journey.it’s not about the getting there,it’s enjoying the view on the way™”".

Co founder member Bruce Watson added “I am really pleased to be playing with my old pals
again, miss them dearly”.









FAN COMMENTS

When you love something
for more than half your
life, you realize just how
important it is to who you

are. 27 years on, 1 still listen
10 BC nearly every day.

David Browne,
San Francisco
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First heard Big Country on the
radio one night while doing
homework. Just started a new
school and 12 years old. They
sounded great and from then on
could not get enough off them. Saw
them live for the first time aged
15. From then on saw them when
1 could right till the end. Now I'm
going to see them in 2010.
STUART ADAMSON ri.p
Dave Jones

Stuart Adamson is my hero:
inspirational, iconic and
desperately missed.
Justin Keaney
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e opening riff from “Peace 1
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John Richards

9 ve
L;//u nd they,
. 75
€ 8000 ang 5.
; d bag

.
"W @ e,

m since the age
1 instantly
o excited

Followed the
of 10 (1983) a1
ked for life-
hoot" 11y be seeing the™
3 years
% oo ot
1 took Stuarts advice k: A
o W
o dreaming” a1 1
happening!
Dwayne from Tasmeie

Big
& Coungy,
Y a1
e it
- W’mmw e 1984
i
g il s by "V e a
ced iy 1 P! They
e~ FoRrgy,
% Stay afjye, Ly
0bert £y

rsucy




W —.
Our name will never die, Lleft school in 1980 with The Siids

984, and 1 WS gt ”" ’;’,’;H_‘,/,.,,(, my favourite band, their demise fogy
fwas Sept 190 as e e T small ad in one
doing ™ PPy ard of BIE i that today waiing t0 be of the music papers prociaiming
nter 1 had NENE e in Y i dhere, just 'm sure the Stuart Adamsons Big Coungry-

E iy One o s amazing played again /u; g il o iy s
Ok fold me “'/('uumr—‘ WhE - gigs with "““;’f;:l‘“/”’jm, in London. Bought Harvest Homy
pand, called va were pl ‘»m‘ﬁl | beace ;WW o on release, seeing the band for he

[ heard the DO ey ) made Jeroen Sp first time at Hull Dingwally in oy
Edinburgh 0" * 10 e bane 3. Loud guitars and lyrics which
“plans 1080 4L and ol i Still send a shiver up the spine. The
live for '“‘i 7“;)[\( J back. De¢ i Baryoyy, soundirack to my life.

there W’\W,,::\-l sadest du’;vl:tur«i ssed pyy, Darren Williamson

2001, the MO - hen ling

2l Tsheda A assed away Mg s 1 -

Home... Bl 1 1, Saw the Sefton Park gig on

Stuart ha

Joseph McGnley

/ ast

ody 5,

Brian /rf/:r/'ii ot and loved them and then went 10

the Barras in 1983 .

Big Country are the i,flz’/r\‘ 2

band 1 have ever seen. They

always be part of my life.
John Porter

Lhearg gy, U Fie

a
the radio iy 983 N
a

and [y
4 like 4 fish,
r'm.&(‘/)//m/f

Mmedy, ly hook ("

Andregy g




1 found a b 1 purchased 7y
vastyear L rabilic m;;m./“”"" The Crogsing iy
of Big Country "R for = @0 the band liye oy
!t had been it a irst time in 1989 " the
S pears. Looki g through meet Stuart, Bruge, 1l

yex o ck s0 \ Bruce, .
D hing brousht "“"r‘h o Markin 199 e
ever) o ies. Thel Cat gy
o areat memoris musicians and one foges "
many e o m andone hooked
e meats 5o ife funi 1)
1o uture Paul Wrey

ay, as i
i) o looking [

ore’s 10 @ 8O
m/lfr i Country @ fans M o best part about being a fan
201! of Big Country is knowing you
Carolyn Chalt" are a part of something special.
With Big Country active again
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1 remember an Ex-girlfriend of
Andrew Inkster

mine decided to paint one of
my rooms when I was out. She
decided to wear my NPLH tour
shirt. No wonder we split up. It
was ruined!
John McDonald

When I first heard Fields of
Fire I was hooked a great band
thats been a part of my life
since Iwas 18 Viva BC!
Mark Challinor
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I've loved Big Country since i
was a child. I only wish i could
have seen them live with Stuart
The upcoming gigs will be very
special to me and i know that
Stuart’s spirit will be there with
us all - Lois Lawson
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Been q fan Of BC since my Vv dad
brought home a copy o LABC
ON7 "Vinyl back i 83.Saw
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Rewind 1983; Heard/saw BC
on MTV, great sound, but I was
a Duranie, so I was a hard fish
to catch. Fast forward 2007,
driving in a starlit night, I
hear “King of Emotion™ on
my satellite radio, shocked to
discover it is BC. Curiosity bit
me, and reeled me in! It's been
alove affair ever since.
Anne Kraus
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SIM CONCERTS, DF, MCD & COC PRESENTS
ﬂ — NEW DATES ADDED —

[l[llJN'I'RY

EI.ASGIIW Ilg ABC

JANUARY
SUN 02

MON 03
WED 05
S0LD 00T
FRI 07
SAT 08

DUNFERMLINE ALHAMBRA
0844 499 9950

ABERDEEN LEMON TREE

0844 499 9990

NEWCASTLE 0z ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

LONDON ISLINGTON 02 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

LIVERPOOL Oz ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

APRIL
FRI 08 PORTSMOUTH
: PYRAMIDS CENTRE
023 9282 4355
SAT 09 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 2
0161 832 Il
OXFORD 02 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000
CAMBRIDGE JUNCTION
01223511 511
NORWICH WATERFRONT
01603 613 553
BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000
LONDON 02 SHEPHERDS
BUSH EMPIRE
0844 477 2000

SUN 10
MON 1l
TUE 12
THU 14

SAT 16 LEEDS 02 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

SUN 17 SHEPFIELD 0z ACADEMY2

DUBLIH ’l'llE ACADEMY
00 353 818 719 300

WED 20 BELFAST

SPRING & AIRBRAKE
0844 277 44 55

BUY OHLINE AT GIGSANDTOURS.COM / GIGSINSCOTLAND.COM / CDCLEISURE.COM / MCD.IE
24HR GG HOTLINE 0844 811 0051 / (NI) 0844 277 44 55 / (ROI) 00 353 818 719 300

WWW.BIGCOUNTRY.CO.UK

Added Date!
Thu 21st April Picture House. Edinburgh 0844 847 1740
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