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A NET7 EDITOR...

Jeremy, in his innocence, nas asked me to write a small piece about
iysolf for 'ISNS', as he has recently asked me to be one ot tue
co~editors. Compared to Jeremy, who is 'Just a bairn' as we Zeordies
say, I'm positively ancient as I'm rapidly approaching my >0th
birthday(drs September, all presents, especianlly alooholic,
gratefully received).

I can't cleim to have been into Big Country trom Day I, thougn I

did buy 'The Crossing' not long afier it came out on a irienas
recommendation, and have been a fan ever sinece., Due to & peries of
ingpired cock-ups, the first time I mamaged to see the banc was on
tne 'Seer! tour in I9cb, when I saw them three times, Bince tnen,
T've seen them a further 5(& by the time you read this) times, once on
the 'Underwraps' tour and 4(5) times on the 'Peace! tour, It would
have oveen more as I was going to three of the peven shows tnat were
recently cancelled, Other musical intereste inoclude Steve Earle,
Robert Cray, Kete Dush, Jeff Hopley and Judie Tzuke(great voice,
shame avoul the material., lon-musiocal interests include drinking
real sle(no, I've not got a Dbeard and Arran sweater) and photosraphing
trains(enyone meking jokes about Thomas the Tank Engine geis e
smack).

I'm alwaeys interesteu to heer irom fellow fans and anyone living in
the North-East is welcome to get in touch, especially if they've got
news or ideas about the fanzine.

!y address is elsewhere in the 'zmine.

DOUGLAS JOHNSON,
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Tour, Stuart called it the Smear Tour ' P E§
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for e Teason seemingly onliy xnown to i
himselt. After signing records and i ) =
pictures, the band returned to do their -

soundcheck, bui not vefore Stuart had called Mark a sex-kitten for
a second time! The concert itself was awesome, and all the better
as 1% was sold out, and the crowd added greatly to the rather
sterile surroundings of the centre.

The opening three songs-'Restless Hatives!, 'Look Away' and '"Vonde
erliand'~were impeccable, with Stuarts guitar playing on the latier
being one of the nost astonishing and seli-indulgent momenis o1
the whoie concert, Soon aiter came 'Droken Heart' with it's now
iamiliaTl cnorus being exploifea almost as much as 'Chance'. By
the way, was that a tear that T saw in Siuarts eye? It was part-
icularily good to hear and see 'Lost Patrol! again, with 3ruce
clearly enjoying the wondertul guitar opning., Iark, so otten
seeming like tine odd one out tucked away behind that 'Siar Tars!
lanscape tiney caall a drum kit, was pleaced to 'vock out' io
'River of Hope'. 1'In a Big Country' now has no Stuartvocal
introduction, and seemed to pass me by. A mention has to be made

ot 'The Travellers', and it's thrash metal outro which tonight




scemed faster than ever,

Two encores and thne inevitable scratch 'Fields or Fire', and the
concert was over leaving everyone drenched in sweat, and reeling
irom yet another showc se of how good rock should sound.

L'atthew Dennis,

Norwich University orf East Anglia.

I saw Big Country at the UEA in Norwich on April 30th, but 2 'm
efreid I drank too mucn to remember anything other than it was
absolutely brillianz.

They opened with 'Restless Natives', which didn't guite have the
serie power as at Hammersmith, which was the first time that T

saw them. The basic tormula was the same, 'Look Away',
"Tonderland', 'The Seer' etec, I'd like to take this opportunity
to apologise to Stuart for walking out during 'Cume Back to Mef,
wvut I was deaperate for a slash.

‘When I returned, they wound up with 'Chance' and 'Tu a Big Country’,
I think, I wugree that these two songs way be well-known, out com-
pared to the rest of the bands material, they are dead boring. I
supnose that i'll never be satistied until they play a five hour
concert!

The encore was a mere two songs, 'Lost Patrol' pnd You Inow That .
'Lost Patrol'! wae good, and you can gZueus how good You I'now

What was!

Drunken Churi-sorry, David Cocikburn,
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Stuart at Loughborough,.
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DOMRATON ?

It seens that, from most viewpoints, most of the gigs that recently
took plece were & rip-roaring success, with the possible exception
of Scarborough, see elsewhere this issue. Obviously, i¥ was an
upset to the fansg jlorth of the border who misped out on their
treasured gigs, but they were compensated for by taree gigs Tuat
took place at Irvine, Motherwell and Dumfries. These were vevy
hnastily arranged, and the Scandinavian pigs were cancelled to nake
way for thene.

Eowever, it's time tor me to get on my high hurse and complain
about the gigs. I saw the gig at Guiidtord, end taough it was
good, it lacked something. GCGranied, the band had To pley nearly
titty shows in two montns, out why were the shows cut cown? The
reason Stuart gave is that to play two hour snows everly night

would be tiring. O then, how about reducing ticket crices, or
including two support bands whieh many groups do today?

Zotir the 'Seer' and 'Underwraps' tour snows were longer “hnan

iwo hours, gnd a darn sight longer than the measly 95 minutes we
zot on this tour. Thy, even the first half of the 'Peace' tour,
that took place earlier this year lasted two hours, anc they ;léyed
about forty shows then! Even though Stuari was 111 in the middle,
as on this itour, tne snows were ofi & high standard throughout, wi. ch
is more than could be said for this tour!

When you compare this years shows, there are a few stariling

di scoveries to be made, Both sets of shows flew under itne bvaznner
of 'Peace In Our Time', so why wasn't the fitlie truck played in the
second half of the tour(ie, the gigs that nave just taken place)?
Thy drop 'King of Emotion'? Afier 2ll, it is a great live traci,
and one of the bands biggest hits, which I presume is the reason
that Adamson insists on playing 'In a Big Country' and 'Chance’,

both much to the annoyance of many ardent fans. T understand that



'"Tracks of Iy Tears' has special meaning to Adamson, but it
could be replaced by tracks which are better suited to live
pertormance, such as 'The Sailor', or 'I Could Be Happy
Here', but have, foolishly perhaps, never been played live,
It seens to me that wnen pdamson plays 'Come Back to He!,
he's on a bit oi an ego trip, i'm sorry if that seems harsh,
but in my present mood, i 'm finding it very hard &o be
constructive. I wonder how the rest of the band tookK it when
he sazid he wanted to do & solo.

On & good note, it seems that they are trying to fade out
'Chance' by encouraging more sudience participation during
tBroken Heart', which could easily replace the former,

I'11 get murdered for the next stetement, but here goes...
It appears that the band is being dominated by one memober,
who I don't really need to mention. He has always refuted
this by Teplying to these cleims with some very well worked
out statements, many of them futile.

lost of the gig sets are either completely made up ol group
or Adamson compositions. There are the joint compositions
such as 'The Sailor', 'Song of The South' or even 'UVinter
Sky'?.

Don't zet me wrong, my love of the band is still immense,
and always Will be, but a little bit of disillusionment is
presently creeping in,

Note I said 'band'.

JERE!NY CARTER.

On a serious note, we haven't had any artistic contributions,.
I'm not asking for brilliant portreits of the bgnd, maybe
just little carttons, and things like that. I'm sure that

there must be some of you who can do the job for us.




- BATHERINGDUST

Waorst-selling rock books on sale at Virgin
Megastore

-

Quiet Riot (Heavy Metal compilation)
Phil Tene (Rubus £5.95)
Tears For Fears: Tales From The Big
Chair Will Hall (Zomba £3.95)
Big Country: A Certain Chemistry
John May (Omnibus £5.95)
Dead Or Alive Jo-Anne Greene
(Bobcat £3.95)
Sade Mark Bego (Columbus £4.95)
ZZ Top: Eliminator: Dave Thomas
(Omnibus £4.95)
Paul Young John Merrill (Bobcat
£3.95)
Chris De Burgh Dave Thompson
(Omnibus £7.95)

9 Spandau Ballet John Travis (Sidgwick

&Jackson £6.95)

10 DarylHall: Dangerous Dancers Nick
Tosches (Sidgwick & Jackson £2.99)

-~ o £ (5] ra

o

Big Country and Spandau Ballet: they
shall not be moved.
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BIG COUNTRY ‘The Seer’
(Mercury MERH 87)
| once attacked Big Country's
‘Steeltown’ LP as a bland metal affair
containing some rather naive, modern
(non) working songs. The band has
since had a breather and a think and
has come up with a far more pelatable
offering in The Seer". I's more
straightforward in intent and execution,
more melodic, poppy and fun.

Lyrically, Stuart Adamson’s got away
from the crisis of capitalism and
realised that there are hills to be stood
upon, rivers to cross, forests to hide in
— something he seems more
comfortable writing about after a
respite from limos, Holiday Inns and
Lear jets. The most welcoming factor
on this LP is the plethora of good
tunes. ‘One Great Thing’ must be the
best singalong the band has ever
come up with, and at last they have
the confidence to follow up with a
beautiful ballad in ‘Hold The Heart'.

Those guitars have been treated with
a little more restraint this time round,
though you ‘bagpipe’ fans won't be
disappointed. Why, even Kate Bush
puts in an appearance on the title
track and i's touches like that which
add the extra dimension Big Country
has needed in the past. We'll ignore
the blatant Thin Lizzy ‘Emerald’ tribute
on ‘Red Fox’ and salute the gentle
pop/rack of The Sailor’, with its neat
guitar run which sounds like something
Bach would have been proud of.

Then there's the characteristic Celtic
rush of ‘| Walk The Hill' which harks

back to the former delight of TV Stars’
— short, sharp and right on the button,
Big Couniry have shown (as did the
Smiths last week) that @ new LP can
retain the band’s sound and character
while subtle new moves introduce a
welcome exira dimension. This is my
favourite Big Country record since
‘Harvest Home', so come on, Stuart

and the band — take aln E)

bow/mEEN
Andy Strickland
HNENN aheady brew
N E NN stays sharp
HE NN toco ga
3 B completely flat



Glasgow Apollo = .. r..-

-CLOSE ENCOUNTERS of the Ibrox kind. It feels
like a football match, swaying and chantingonthe
terraces of the circle, a warrior nation reduced to
fighting on the pitch, in the street, bristting with
belligerence or simply opening up their lungs and
bellowing at the stage. Shalll

I had never seen Big Country live before so | was
unprepared for the spell they were to weave on the
audience with their rather blatant fusion of ;
patriotism, melancholia and optimism. In the past |
had sniffed at their Protestant Rock Ethic, smirked

at Slade laking the piss out of their eamest *
traditionalism so successfully, and split my sides at
their philosopty. (Life may be tough for the working -
class—whal working class? - but put a rousing tune
biiam'rnbeamght.}-bpewinbemstm_edhm i
for the third chorus.) ” * =i oo il L

What | hadn'tbanked on wasthat they meanit. ™
Thatmakes adifference. .« ".o- ©.i.afy

&Bprisingfyl?tﬂaofﬁlemLmeaaturadh—',,.l
the set. Apart from the title track ‘Steeltown' and the
single ‘East Of Eden’ which had the whole building
shaking, there was only a song called ‘Where The
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20th October '84(Matthew

R e Al ‘*“‘V’::‘"‘%’l‘&j’h%ﬁgl
- Rose Is Sown', which flowed into a sort of Scottish
Celtic rock ‘Purple Rain’ which may have been
_cajied‘meBad(ToMe‘arxdwhﬂfeanued_,;__"*
*'soma of the dodgiest mock-heroic lyrics — */ was so 3|
Yyoung and fuil of pride/And you were so wild and el
s&m)g‘.Fm&mrestwawereonfanﬁiiargm, =y
‘Wonderland', ‘Harvest Home', 'In A Big Country’,
alithe hits and more, with ‘Chance’ providing the i
highspot of the evening with a delicious wallowin - ~
misery, enough to bring atearto awhisky-filled eye. ~
. The crowd were of the type that have made the "
"Glasgo«ua\po&lofanm.vowvoca].dodicaladand 4
entthsiasﬁc-btnﬂ'mnBingxmymrﬁanop
fantasy better than most. That's the ona that starts
‘that could ba me up thera’ and ends with Adamson
’hsasodofbcaiboymakasgoodandfavoumebig
mmmm.mfmmmdhfa
success, and Big Cormy though it may sound, Stuart
Ada:rmdoeahsvemobvianandgm\e'g'ij*'-
affinity with them. | can't knock him for two good 3+ -
reasons. Firstly, Big Country are miles ahead of -
Mcmmmmumtowﬁdnga'
good tuna, and secondly they are sincere. Likg ',
0 saii.'ﬁqmlaeus.m‘slikaus.m.
they're alldeid. "~ + # weerit,. 5 0 o
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Dennis),
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BRIXTON ACADELY.

Since today of all days London Regional Transgport decl ded

to hold a lightning stricxe, my mate lerk and I took tue plunge
and drove to Brixton, Alter a spot of bother wiih the map
reading and an unplanned forray inte Fulhem, coupled withh

the main car park being closed, and trouble finding the venue
itselt, we finglly arrived at 7.35 om, One thing that I

cidan't anticipate was tne frisik on the door by several] coloured

centlemen who looked as though they were Frank Brune's

&}

parring pariners.,

'Cry Beiore Dawn' were already on stage by the itime we got in,
out having seen tnem at Crawley I wasn't Too worriel tnai we nad
missed the first few numbvers., I should poini out that this

was the fitth Big Country concert I had been to since IJ€€

so I had come io expcct to see some

good support bands, with the exce-

ption of Balasm & The Augel. Cry

13N0IL

Before Dawns music I iound very

177
oy
o)
s
O

pleasent to listen to, but Brendan
Wade's & bit of a poser on stage.
They played for a full 45 minutes,
What J especially liked was Brendans
subitle digs ot Radio One pnd their
reluctance to play their kind of
music.

Around 8,30 pm the lights dimmed, The

crowd roared, and Bruce Waison app-
eared from the shadows playing a 1iff
'Restless Natives'!, followed by each of

the other members of the band until

Stuart came on and played one of his
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SIMPLE MINDS (Virgin LP V2660 MC VST2660 CD CDV2660)
"REAL LIFE" Review by Steve Lowes - Editor of Thunder & Rage

*Quit dreaming this is real life baby" - Jim Kerr has always been referred to as a relentless
dreamer yet on the title track of this album he throws his dreams out of the window - “Quit
dreaming this is cheap life baby".

“Real Life” is Simple Minds' 10th album (depends whether you count compiiations, live LPs
or free albums...) and is their first since 1989°s "Streetfighting Ycars™. The album 1s over
50 minutes long and there are 12 songs on here so it looks like the nand have been working
hard in the two year gap. “ou will all know the first single to be iitted from this collection,
“Let There Be Love", which heralds Simple Minds' return to the more simple music of
1984°s "Sparkle In The Rain" and 1985's "Once Upon A Time" LPs so does "Real Life”
reflect this?

Well, there isn't the global conscienceness that could be found on "Streetfighting Years® and
instead Jim concentrates on writing about things which affect him personally. This means a
return to the glowing romanticism of "Alive And Kicking" and "Sanctify Yourself”. There
are some bnlhiant lyncs here which only Jim (or Stipe from REM) could get away with.

The best songs are difficult to pick out but I'll have a go. The title track 1s a monster with
a crashing chorus that seems to pause for breath before crashing back in. The lyrics to this
remind me of Prince’s "Sign O" The Times" and the Prince influence 1s most definitely
apparent on "Woman” - a quiet, bongo-driven piece which features a beautifully restrained
vocal delivery from Jim, somewhat reminiscent of his whispers on the "Streetfighting Years”
album. "Woman" sounds like the Minds' early work (“Film Theme" etc) and it is my second
favourite track on the album. My favounte is "Rivers Of Ice” - a haunting ballad that proves
power doesn't come from volume. It has an almost jazzy feel to the drums and bass and for
once the band resist the temptation to come crashing in half way through.

Of the rockier tracks the better ones are “Travelling Man" - a U2-ish train journey through
the States that sounds not totally unsimilar to "Waterfront” - and “Stand By Love” - a gospel
laced sing-a-long that should have the stadiums roaning when the band tour later in the year.
“Let The Children Speak” is a reworking of the Minds' classic "“Themes For Great Cities”
with the addition of vocals, although it doesn’t come close to the onginal for sheer groove.
The second single, "See The Lights®™ (currently climbing up the US charts) is another classic
which flows along in the same way that "Mandela Day" did although it is predictable Minds
and it won't change anyone's view of the band in the same way that *“Woman® would.

So after all that glowing praise, are there any weaknesses? Sadly, yes. "Ghostrider” has
absolutely nothing in it - just some crashing drums and naff vocals - a sort of sub-INXS
stadium filler.

The worst moment is after the beauty of “Rivers Of lce” we get the anti-chimax of "When
Two Worlds Collide™. I don’t understand why this sub-standard track is tacked on to the end
of the album, spoiling the effect of what should have been the last track, "Rivers Of Ice”.

S0 as a whole, a bnlliant album and one which any fan of the band, past or present, should
have. | don’t think that it will significantly increase the Minds' fan base in the same way that
“Don’t You", "Alive & Kicking" and "Once Upon A Time" did but it is certainly their most
accessible work since then. [ personally can’t wait unul the tour later in the year but unul
then this album will be constantly my stereo.
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! band's loyal and dedicated fans has always been important to .-
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}nlhum thres auccassful singles, two tours in tions can aplll over Into viclance.'
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i cf vocal styles and because of the way she developing more and more into a natlon that
subscribes to the ‘I'm all right, Jack’ theory,
Mayba It's nostalgia, but I did grow up in a
cloga-knlt community and I think it's some-
thing ocia] 1t glves you a sensn of purpose

“rs—:ﬁ w.xr-";‘*

i
{t r -
'Z”'}ﬁ“@?ﬁ

A




T Peopld where Ilive are bratty straigl
Al

by
{u.mu‘
0 thé
1, the
{nllede

ako' & 'great deal of fusi,

as my Job. It Is a very
xploddivi and emotional i
F Jwhat1dd t6 make my living. 1. [,
Ink it's & matter of taking somathing | A
i lt.h?awﬂny, 1 think ft

Jthink that's the maglg, i1
74" Floally, there's the gri
Porsonally, polltéall

: ¥y thoy all elickod Iro
athe word go and hiva ¢

youl hidis to stand by thani
a

viry specinl batwee
10w, trulte what It ln

10 fouk bf us, I don't &

TS hica Sltuation {6 ba
Titrtua

ol Fiefed, ‘Whether [t' thing . In'the &ut of our
a[‘dapgndsncy,{’!}mink atoer 8 somea ng. in 18 out of our

vrtrousers or what, there's romething there, |/
's somothing that's more than the input of | .
Loneh of the Individuals, We do play and write .| @
Jwith & great deal of splrit, It's somothing
ort than Just altting down with a udtar |
Wand strumming & few chords. It's a very|
{ntangibla sort of thing, but [t's part and pa i
ol of what goes to make up the group.' '« 2
Suddenly It's tme to go; Btuart hak a
I photographlo seasion to attend, thon' the.
1 slenper train back up to Scotland. Wa talk [
about the fllm Restless Natives for which ha |
wrote and recorded the scare: 1 lked tha
= discipline of writing to llustrate someone
ctures, I'd like to do tmore of that,’

oo
sa0dply batisfiad by iy work,
poneibilitlos 1 hdvo iis a fal

‘I'm ot really into haro-wotship, L LETr
o_through my work and through tha wai T,

0 | He's nﬁamhidaunmnn,butnot Inthe trad-
g that just oes to make up

onal sense of the word. Ask most men

human belng, and It doeaﬁ't;%» what thelr ambitions are, ahd they'll talk to

you about wark, carears; most pop #targ

peoplé do look upon ma
that manner; People that are Interested
p.to tin and talk to ub and
d, and {t éould ba like that.

would mention unfulfllind yearnings to be: |4
novallets, Alm directors, poots or racing driv--|
: &1, Stuart Adamson's grestest ambition ls

Biidon't fesl Inhibite more redlistle, but given his views on chils

nk It'8 Just a mattor of how!

don't have a stage pa
i on; Studrt Adamso
tar-playor, singer, Hua

w1 dren and familios as an exprosslon of hupo' F

the future, porhaps It's more important, |
‘I'd like to be somoona’

b | dongwritor; tul hink that would bo a fine t
T

f fulnl:
Loyt

3| hoad:
Us dolngy

|y prises

1 hopa for the humnd kplit 4%
ldfiged sbuenoed tom e 1
agi; tUATE SRt O bl

whd i domio
et fr_'oin,:;r_nd bh

foing Fomethithy
any pebplida
“But ftd
6id 144 ity

A

Fonitnlibt sulccass of Bl
,Lha'-H_v_iaﬁjha
¥ At

tinalntdin
_thelr muale)’

athdr thah adhering




Marlk g i
ark at Guildford. Friday June 2nd

17



Scarvorough Futurist Theatre.

This was the vands first trip to Searborough, ovut unioriunately

it was marred by erowd trouble-pmore oi which laier. The signs
were zll tnere ior a good concert, a small intimaie Theatre and

e noisy crowd. As tne house lights dimmed, tnere wes a mad

rush to the front of the hall, and no attempt %o stop it wes

maae by the security men, I suppose they are more useo 1o

degling with Ken Dodd 1ans! Bruce was fivst onstage complete with
what looked like a new guitar and started nlaring the onening riiis
ot 'Restless Natives', This replly is a superb son; and gives
lots of scope for improvisetion. He was soon Joined by tThe rest
of the band for a thundering opening to the concert. 'Look Away'
was next, tnen !'Yonderland'! with the by now iamiliar wmiddle
section. 'I> Valleys' was introduced with the 1amiliar Adamson
Adamson request to "not be airaid of giving everyihing you have'w-
time io change the patier Stuari, itls weering a bviT Thin.

'T000 Yard Stare'! from the first tour had been dropned and rep-
laced by 'Just a Shadow', followed by g blistering version oi

'"The Seer', probably my iavourite EC song. Unfortunately in the
crush at the front of the Theatre, the sheer weigh? and iorce of
the over-enthusiastic crowd meant that some oi the séats nad been
smashed and the security wmen xept appearing at the front ol tne
stage To remove cnunks of seet to the wings. The odd cushion was
tarown out oi tne ecrowd onio tne stage, just missing tThe band.
'Coue Back to Me'! and '"The Travellers' slowed the itempo ior a
while, though the fast reprise even had me Jjigging about.

"River of HoPé' was nexti, with Mark's drumming sounaing even louder
than ever. I'u convinced he has some depth charges hidden somewhere
in his kit. To finish, yes you've guessed it, the obligatory

"Chance', and 'In & Big Country'!'. I was awoken frowu a deep sleep



auring 'Chance' by two things, & slightly diftrerent arrangement,
and when someone decided it would be a good idee To throw a seat
at Stuert. TI% eppeared to hit him on the leg and ne, with tne
rest ol tne band, stopped playing and leit the stege. Tney
returned g lew moments iater lor Situart io operaite the audience, or
rether the very suall section ol it responsible, To Troars ol
approval 1rom the rest oi Tre crowd. !'Chance' was continued
Toouss tune inciraent seemed To have knocked The stuiiing out o1 the
rest or tre panu, especially Eruce, wno seemed Very pissed orl

oy proceedings irom then on. This was not helned br one Ian,
seemingly unconscious, bpeins draggsec out in iront ol him by tae
security. Tne Iirst encore was 'Lust Pairol', the second, tae

‘v Tears', anc tne superp 'Fields

v

verminaliy tediocus '"Tracxs of

of Tire', s¥ill ceopable oI rTipping the rool otff any conceri pall,

ially with the scraten intro. (Did I catch a sound o: ihe

o]
0
]
(]
[2]

Roliing Stones 'Brown Suger!' in there?)

So tnere we nad 1t, I hour and 55 minutes, a reduciion ol aboutd

25 minuies irom tne previos tour, mainiy vought about vy ihe
uropping of three songs irom the previous tour, all 1rom 'Peace',

I wonaer wny that was, as This was supposed o be a Tour To nromote
ine loum, aloeit several monins aiver tne release., 3C svill
posess the power to move me greatly, especially during songs lise
'Restless latives and tThe Seer', but i'm aireid songs like
"Chance' and 'In a Bipg Country'! are sounding very tired and snould
pe pensioned oii;

DOUGLAS JOEISON,
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BIG COUNTRY-HOMELAND.

Tihis is an album which I bought at a local record fair in
llewcastle & few months ago, and is something of an oddity.
It's o cleer vinyl I2" L.P. with a completely black label,
The sleeve has en early photo of the band, judging by Bruces
and Tony's hoircuts, and carries the name "Jukebox Records)
London". I susnect it is of American origin as the date of
the concert is written as I2/3I/83, which ic the American way
of writing dates,

This dete, 3I/I2/83, is of cource, the femous Barrowlands
concert, which is zlso available on both video znd CDV,

The track listing is:

Side T Side 2

I000 Sters Wonderland

Angle Park In & Big Country

Close Action Chance(Change on sleeve),

Lost Patrol(Last Fatrol on sleeve). Inwerds

The Storno Fields of Fire(Field on
sleeve),

The sound quality for a bootleg, is pretty good. There is an

American radio chow L.P. of the same concertd, though I

suspect that Howeland is not merely = bootleg of this, as it

appears to be an cudience recording, albeit = fairly good one,

If anyone knows anything more cbout the zlbum, I'd be

interested to hear from them, especially as to the velue,

Douglas Johnson.

We are trying to compile @4 list of albums etc., that have & Big

Country connection. Any detzils, contect Douglas.
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If you've got an eagle eye, you will have recently seen llark
on an advertisement plugging the ITV network, On it, he is
seen larking around behind a Mr, P, Collins who is being
presented with e '"This Is Your Life' thingy.

You may also know thaet Mark is on the newest charity single,
which is protesting about ihe degtruction of the rainiorests,
ir Brezil in particular. BBC 2 showed the making of the

song one evening, and Mark was see to be messing around
with Fish and Stratomaster Dave Gilmour of the Floyd.

liore can be found out about this, which is something we should
all be concerned with, from: The Rainforest Foundation,

5 Fitzroy Loage, The Grove, Londen No 5HU.

L bag thank you must zo to Matthew Dennis who is supplring
us with press cutitings from prehistoric copies of IMI,

lielody lLiaker etc.
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INTERVIEYT WITE STUART ABOUT TALLIN.

INDEPENDDIT LOCAL RADIO NETCASTLE.

(CONTINUED FROL LASBT ISSUE).

INT:Let's turn to thne new album 'Peace Tn Our Time', Quite an
apt title considering you've just played your first gig in
Russia, and it went down very well. 7Tas it just a
coinecidence that you've got a series of gigs in tne Soviet
Union and the album seems to be suggesting, throush it's
very title-~ 'Peace Between llen',

STU :Yean, tnere is a duality in the album title, that it can pe
interpreted as an ironic type of statement aswell. T like
to have that kind of ambiguity in my work, and yeah, it
rezlly is a2 coincidence-we've veen trying to come to the
Soviet Union and the east, since, well, not lons after we
started gigging...you know...and for some Treason, probably
because of the perestroika and glasnost that Nussia, or the
Soviet Union, is opening itsel: up a little bit more to Test-
erners end we are losing a little bit of our susnicions, as
are they. And it's not been until this year that we've actually
got any concrete replies from people on coming here to play.

INT:'King ol Emotion' which is the current hit in Ingland, the first
single you've had in the charts for nearly two yearss what on
earth have you been doing for two years.

STU:Quite a lot actually. Uh@t happened was our contract in the US
was up at the beginning of last year, and so pecause of the
nature of the band that we are, it's important for us to get to
kneow the people that we actually work with, so it took until
September of last year to actually decide that we were going to

sign with Varner Brothers of America. And by that time, Peter

22



Tony concludes: “There's things on the last albwum that could have gone better as you all musi
know, but that's the way it is and you can't go back on ir~,

As a conclusion, I think it's fair 1o say thas Big Country have now “learned their lesson” when
it comes to choosing producers and that in the cold light of day, “Peace..”
both the fans and the band thought it would be. But that's all part of this great learning process
that some like to call rock and roll. As a final word, Stuart sums it perfectly.

*I still think the band s really young because all the misiakes we "ve made are there on record.
We don 't hide things away from people, and I think that's great®. | second that emotion - may they
all grow “old" gracefully.

o INWARDS T-SHIRTS e

INWARDS T-SHIRTS !!

was not the album that

AT BLOODY last we hear you all cry! Two very exclusive designs of shirt are soon to be available
(pictured here). They are in heavy cotton, black on white and are all XL. Cost will be £5. In order
to know how many to get printed, let us know il you will want one. The T-shirts will only be printed
if there is sufficient demand so DO let us know. If you don't, you may miss the chance of a lifetime
to be the proud owner of one of these surefire collectors items. We want to see an army of INWARDS
T-shirts at the Town & Country Club gigs in September, so let us know NOW!!

AlE
“Ihere’s day wear, night wear, & XCxgz-
summer wear, winter wear and
underwear. There's the dark side
and the light.

I you want something no
eapense should be :-qmrt'n'




we felt comfortable pleying you know...oh it was bloody great,

it was a really...I have to say it was very speciel, the tour that
we did in cluos beceuse it was so intimate and really...and people
wio over the past tew years had only seen us in big halis were
able To come and see us in a very close environm nt, and un, smell
the sweat of our ermpits as it were, and it was reelly great and
tne gigs that we did were brilliant., T mean tney were all zreat,
but the thaings we did like, that's thne first time in my iife i 've
ever played in the Newcasile layiair.

INT:Super club-The Mayfair.

STU:0utrageous venue, I doa'i know why we've nevel piayed tunere
perlore, it was brilliant,

IT:ATe you gonna come back?

STUsFHe're deiinitely coning bvackk to Yewcastle, I @on't Know whether
it will be The layfair, but The Skids never even played ihere,
ang I don't know why not. It's a great venﬂe.

INT:'Iing of Imotion'-single number one. Ea;e rou any idea what single
numnber two might be?

STU:I can tell you exactly, but i'm not going to!

INT:0n go onflll}

STU:0L., TIt's going to be a song called 'BroKen Hearit! or 'I3 Valleys!,
the sane song but the titles in debate ai the moment,

Iirf:¥What's you favourite song from the gloum? All of them, go on,say
it, all of thex!!

STU:I really like 'BroWen Heari' and 'Thousand Yard stare‘,.they‘re
my current favourites. But I am very pleased with the whole
album, T itnink that for the first time ell the iracks work as
songs in their own ripht, You know, we.can iake:'things off {he
albun that can stend up on their own. Sometimes, with previous

albums, if you took songs out of context, they wouldn't really
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WOTH . 5
I'T: Let me ask you Jjust one final guestion avout thne albuu-'Peace
Tn Our Tiwe'-do you think it's your vest album as & band so rar?
STT:Yo. T IMHOW it 28, T know without & shadow of a Gouot Tanat it's
our pest aibum, Because T tmnk ille bands bvetTer now Tuan ii's
ever oeen oeiore, I tpanik we're playing vetter, brimuing with
colliuence and Jusi...and things ere working unm, iike tiangs
are coming so naturelly ai first you just woulan't belleve,
Just insiinciively knowing how io iuprovise., e really heve a
great relationship within the vand, noi only personally, but

tmusically aswell,

11l you heage your beits thait it could be & number one al pum?
ETU:T'm not reelly tussy if it is or i7 it isn'i. T 'w happy with

tne record, and vunat's success as iar as I'm concerned.

Ana trere we have it. A new interview will be in the nexi edition.

The record chain, HIV, are selling two 'Peace' itour T-Shiris.
One is tne black 'ilag!' shirt, minus tour destes, the otner is
& whnite snirt with tpe alboun cover on front, and the tour dates

on the back, 3Both are seliing for £7.99. (DJ).

Does anyone know enough about The Skias to do a short article
about them in the 'zine? ‘II so, contact Jeremy.

Does anyone have issue I8 of the excelient 'Jamuing' wazazine?
Tne rs8sue in guestion nas & picture oi the toothless Jerry
Dammel's on the fxont, and carries a 2 and a half page interview
with Bruce Watson., T only want a photocopy of the interview, not

the wiole magazine, If you have & copy, contact Jereny,
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MEDIA SHOW......

Friday 26th lay.

Guardian Newspaper carries a story that Big Couniry nave

split due teo veing in thne red due To tne Mussian trip last

september/Octover. Article ircluaes cuotes from Stuart

and tfrom Ian Grant, (DW)

lednesday 3Ist May.

Biue Suede Views(Cpannel 4's Rock and Pop Teletext service),

says the 1lollowing: I
"In spite of rumours put spout by the Guardian newspaner
last week, Big Country have not splii.
A spoxesperson tor the band told us that the reports
were unfounded, and that they had even made up their
quotes To back up tneir story.
The bands frontman, Stuart Adamson, has now been declared
I00 per cent by doctors, and the band re-start thneir UK
Ttour tonight et the Studio, Bristol, and conitinue at
the St., Austell Coliseum tomorrow."(JC)

Wednesday 3Ist llay.

FPietures of Stuart in both lelody llaker and Sounds,

Bits oi writing underneath say about gigs being cancelled.

Also in 1Z7's TTT column, the tollowing appears:(GL).

WHAT the hell is wrong with STUART ADAMS ON7Big
Country have cancelled their tour for the fourth time because of
some strange asthma dissase. By the time they finally get around
1o playing their date at 51 Austell, Cornwall, the venue will have
closeddown . ..

(By tne wey, the venue at St. LAustell is due to be

denolishea shortly.)(JC).

Wednesaay I0th liay.
llelody llaker carried p very favourable revieﬁ of the gipg atv
Leeas Univergity, If I can find it, i'11 print it next

20
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miles “as the crow flies”, eh?! What a sport! Now here's the challenge. Have you travelled further than Eddie
all in the name of B.C. 77T Did you swim the channel in & potato sack just 1o catch the “boys™ play thew
infamous Peace tour date in Jersey ? Did you travel ovemight from Dundalk 1o Moscow using nothing but
45 local bus services, carrying a pregnant sheep on your back wearing NOTHING 71 (O K Jas, calm down)
Come on, let us know how mad and nutty you are and to what lengths you are willing to stretch to quench
your ndying thirst to see Big Country. .. hell, make it up if you want (we would! - eds). But remeber Eddie
didd his “fantastic voyage™ alone. If you travelled 600 miles with 3 friends, divide the miles by the number
of people. You did 200 miles. Get the idea. Il that hitch-hiker that you picked up on the way suddenly
mutited into a rabid donkey, then add an extoa to your passenger total. The hest letters we et will be printed
next ish. Send them to the "BETHLEHEM OR BUST™ department at the uoual addriess. And don’t forget,

a fiver in envelope will slmost guarantee inclusion in s future issue!

Finally, | was “chulfed’ to find my postie had delivered a letter from a certain Me. Lee King from
Swindon. “"Wow!™ | hear you all shout in umison, “whoopee fucking woo etc. we are so pleased for you!!!™
Well listen up mateys. Y'see, Mr. King happens 1o be an old school-lriend of mine who | haven't seen for
years. Fuither to this, he was responsible, single-handedly, for introducing me to the wonderous rapture that
is Big Country. Yes, during an A-level geography field trip 1o the Lake District in May 1986, 1 was lorced
to listen 1o "The Crossing’ for a whole week. The thing was, | hated Big Country without ever really hearing
the music, so hearing "Chance’ for the very first lime was guile an experience, one that caused me 1o check
oul the entire back catalogue within a week of relurning home again. So this letier that came in from Lee was
& nice surprise because, as | said, we lost conlact over three years ago. Il anyone else out there either knows
me o owes me money, wiile in and make my day. Who knows, you too could be immortalised in these very
pages!!

BIG COUNTRY - WHY?? by DAVE CHINERY, POOLE

BIG COUNTRY...I'd never even heard their name mentioned until Jan '86. A [riend said that
they were playing locally. I agreed to go and. well they completely blew me away. I couldn’t tell
you WHY, but songs such as 'Porrohman’ and ‘The Storm’ stood out live, bearing in mind that I'd
never heard a B.C. record. After that | went about collecting all their back catalogue which was
easy as most of it was in the Cheapy Rack (loads of doublepacks).

Considering my musical tastes are normally on goth bands such as The Mission, Fields Of The
Nephilim, Sisters Of Mercy etc. why do [ like Big Country? Well it's probably something to do
with the whole atmosphere that surrounds them. When I go to a B.C. gig, I get totally excited
beforehand and can get very emotional during a gig. I laugh and I cry.

I get the piss taken out of me for liking them. but when they tour, you will see the same old
faces telling the same old stories of when they met Stuart and how he signed their whatever it
was. Yes, deep down, anybody who has seen Big Couniry live will go again and again. I DO.

Since then he's become a well-

BIG COUNTRYs travelled man but admits to
SMALL TOWN BOY homesickness.
@ Stuart Adamson (32 on the 11th) . Aﬂh.era
has never had any desire to leave %'g' g :"
Crossgates, Fife, where he grew up. d“_"f{!'ls off
The singer first performed in public wn lmg 1
at 14, in the local Miners' Welfare kni:‘;f“j
Institute. s S

“When [ was 18 | thought there h ith
was more to life than a small tl?:lbea:"ns
village,” he says. “l went to Amster-
dam, realised it was just the same :n my
as home, turned round and came weo. .
back.” ‘l:?:; l:',ms
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e wanna compile a list of EVDRY concert that the group
has ever played, and the sonzs played £t them., Contect

Joreny,

Doep anyone know the exnct date and venue of the Big Countryr
concert featured in the Westwood Ome Radio Show Series?
It ic thought that it ic Menchester in either April '83(J¢),

or April '84(DJ). Contact either of us.

The following people have zudio recordings of the bynd for
szle or swept:

Dominic Williems, I8 Drewry Road, Keighley, Test Yorishire,
BD2I 2FU.

Phil Read, I8 Iill Crescant, Iingsbury, Tamworth, Staffs,

They're both nice blokes, so get in touch vith 'em,

Big Country are chortly to go into the Studio to record their
5th album, over a period of six weeks(no pissing about over 4
months this time). Better be nore of & group effort-JC.
Hopefully it'll be released by December to tie in with the
possible BIC dates being mentioned by Tony. (ie, NEC, Wembloy
Arens, Whitley Bay, SECC, and the G-Nex Centre.(JC &PR).

That's about it for now.

Remember, glthough we are the editors, 1t doesn't mean we know
everything sbout the bynd, so if you hear enything that you think
we should know about, get in touch...

One final point, does pnyone know what happened to The Prime
Udovers, Zerrza I, and The Anti-Enovwhere Leacue. Then ggain, who

gives & shite, they were all crap.
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